
 

Pontesbury  Parish Newsletter  

October 2024                               Issue No: 312 

People from outside the Parish are interested in whatôs going on in our vibrant parish, so please bring your         

newsletter back to the Pavilion to be reread.  Many thanks  
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ñDo something brilliant todayò 
The u3a is a collection of over 1,000 UK charities, primarily for retired or semi-retired people, who want to enrich 
their minds, bodies and lives. Each u3a is self-supporting allowing members to create their own learning            
opportunities.  
Pontesbury & Rea Valley u3a has over 20 different interest groups. You can walk, cycle, play table tennis and 
pickleball.  Or learn about family, local, art and general history, literature, geology and Italian.  Or take part in crea-
tive writing, poetry, photography, folk music, board games, gardening, playreading or have a jolly good discussion! 
There is something for everyone and if we donôt have what you fancy, we can organise a new group if there is    
sufficient interest.   
We also have regular Open Events with speakers on a range of fascinating topics where non-members can come 
along and find out more.  Being part of a u3a allows you access to a wide range of online courses and groups run 
by the u3a Trust.  
If you want to join our thriving and vibrant u3a; why not take that first step and come to an Open meeting, have a 
look on our website (u3asites.org.uk/pontesbury-reavalley) or on the u3a notice board in The Pavilion library in 
Pontesbury or get in touch with our membership secretary, Steve Anderson, (steve.anderson.u3a@gmail.com or 
07861 531186) for more information. 

mailto:steve.anderson.u3a@gmail.com


Shropshire Council Matters  - Pontesbury is covered by 2 Shropshire Councillors. This month it is my turn to   
report on current matters. 

First, the School Library Service, which subject to sufficient interest is to continue. 

Many will be aware that a Green Bin collection charge is now in place. Please contact me know if you experience any 
difficulties 

The recently published financial report covering the first three months of this fiscal year shows the council potential 
overspending by around Ã38.5m. With General Reserves of only Ã38.8m, this will leave just over Ã300k in reserves at 
March 31

st 
 2025. When considered that the Councils total budget is over Ã750m and there are still potential of winter 

pressures ahead it is in very dangerous position. Legally, at the end of the fiscal year the council must show a      
positive or at the very lease a zero fiscal balance. If it cannot, the government will send in specially appointed auditors 
who will put in place the necessary cuts and reductions that are needed. 

There are still much - needed reductions. 

One consideration being looked into is raising a loan of around Ã34m by selling a long leasehold interest. This would 
be by using the councilôs carparks as collateral. Typically this would be for a period of 125 years, whilst maintaining 
the freehold interest and making a payment indexed to inflation every year. 

Shropshire Councillor Roger Evans Tel No 07811 992349  
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tƻƴǘŜǎōǳǊȅ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ /ƭƭǊ CƭŜǘŎƘŜǊ ό/ƘŀƛǊύ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ 
ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tƻƴǘŜǎōǳǊȅ ǿŀǊŘΣ /ƭƭǊ ¢ƻƴȅ aŀŎƪŜƴȊƛŜ-{ƭƛƎƘǘΦ  

¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƴƻǝŎŜōƻŀǊŘ ŀǘ IŀōōŜǊƭŜȅ 
±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭŜ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎπ
ǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ IŀǊǾŜǎǘ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǝ-ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ƻƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭ DǊŜŜƴΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǝƻƴ wƻŀŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
ǘƻƛƭŜǘǎ όǎŜŜ ǇƛŜŎŜ ōŜƭƻǿύΦ  ¢ƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tƻƴǘŜǎōǳǊȅ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ DǊŜƎ {ƳƛǘƘ 
όwŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ {ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘύΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ŀ ōŀǊōŜǉǳŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƭƭǊǎ ŀǎƪ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴǝ-ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ 
ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴŎŜǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ млм ƻǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ƭŜǩƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊ ƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƭŜǊƪ ƪƴƻǿΦ   

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ мпǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ сΦолǇƳ ŀǘ 
¢ƘŜ tŀǾƛƭƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ тǘƘ 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ ŀǘ сΦолǇƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŀǾƛƭƛƻƴΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŘŜǇǳǘȅϪǇƻƴǘŜǎōǳǊȅǇŎΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ ƛŦ 
ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀƴȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ 

tǳōƭƛŎ ǘƻƛƭŜǘǎ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎǇŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘƻƛƭŜǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊ ϻнллл ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƛƭŜǘǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƭƻŎƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ 
ǿŜŜƪǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀƴǝ-ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ 
ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƛƭŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ 
aŀǊȅ ²Ŝōō ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǇǊƛǘǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ōŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƻŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊƛǇǇŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ ŀǊŜ ǘǊƛŎƪȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ 
ǎƻƳŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ǎƻǊǘ ƻǳǘΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǝƳŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴȅ ŀƴǝ-ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ 
Ǿƛŀ млм ƻǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ /ƭŜǊƪ ƻƴ ŎƭŜǊƪϪǇƻƴǘŜǎōǳǊȅǇŎΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ κлмсфм 
ссммртΦ   

5ŜŬōǊƛƭƭŀǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǳǇ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŬōǊƛƭƭŀǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ 
ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦΦ    tƻƴǘŜǎōǳǊȅ tǳōƭƛŎ 
¢ƻƛƭŜǘǎΣ  ¢ƘŜ tŀǾƛƭƛƻƴ- Iŀƭƭ .ŀƴƪΤ tƻƴǘŜǎōǳǊȅ {ǇƻǊǘǎ tŀǾƛƭƛƻƴ όǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
ǿŜŜƪǎύΤ  [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ tŀǊƪΤ IŀōōŜǊƭŜȅ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ /ǊǳŎƪǘƻƴ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ IŀƭƭτŜƳŀƛƭ  
ŎƭŜǊƪϪǇƻƴǘŜǎōǳǊȅǇŎΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

 

 
Rea Valley Probus Club  

All meetings are at Arscott Golf Club, on the second Wednesday of each 
month at 1pm.  For further  information and contact details please visit 

our website, www.reavalleyprobus.org.uk.  Next meeting 9th      
October 2024  

mailto:deputy@pontesburypc.org.uk
mailto:clerk@pontesburypc.org.uk
mailto:clerk@pontesburypc.org.uk


   We hope to see you at the  

óGet Creative groupsô:  

at The Pavilion from 11am to 1pm on 

Thursday 3rd  & 17th September 2024   
Drinks and biscuits are provided and there is no charge.   

Bring along any project you are working on and have a chat with fellow creators.   Everyone welcome. 

Pavilion News 
October 2024 - Whatôs On 

October Library NewsðItôs Harvest time! We have had our own mini grocery stall this September, thanks to 
customers who have donated their surplus to raise money for the library. Cucumbers and apples have been very 
popular, together with some very unusual shaped tomatoes. 

Books! We now have our own small collection of  óClassicsô here in Pontesbury Library. Classics have always been 
available to borrow on request from the bigger libraries, but we thought weôd try out our own collection here. The 
friends kindly  ótop-upô our books shelves with special collections we hope you will enjoy reading/ re-reading these 
modern classics. 

Apologies for cancelling Rhyme Time last month.  Join us for more Rhymes, dancing and marching this October. 
Thursday 10

th
 at 2pm.                                                                                                                                                                                                

                        

The Library Owl 

For all Pavilion enquiries please contact Anna at: admin@pontesburypavilion.co.uk  

  

Pontesbury Dementia Support Group 

Alternate Wednesdays in the Pavilion 

2nd, 16th and 30th October at the new 

time of 2ï 4pm 

 

Pontesbury Carers Support 
Group   

CǊƛŘŀȅ нрǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ     
 

Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜƭŀȄŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎǳǇǇŀ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƪŜΣ 
ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ млΦолŀƳΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƻƴ ƘŀƴŘ 

ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΦ 

 {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ 
ōƻƻƪǎ Cht[ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ 
ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƻǊƴ ƻǳǘ 
ŎƻǇƛŜǎΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƭƭŜŎπ
ǝƻƴ ƻŦ ōŜǎǘ ǎŜƭƭŜǊǎΦ 



 

News from the Friends of  

Pontesbury Library 

 
A huge thank you to Val Sinclair and her band Shades of Indigo 
for a fantastic evening of music. Jazz, rock, folk, pop ï something for       
everyone. As the lights went down the Library space at the Pavilion 
was transformed into a night club by hardworking FOPL Committee 
volunteers and assistance from Pavilion Assistant Anna Lawson. There 
followed a memorable evening of entertainment and raised funds to 
help keep our community library open.  Colour photographs of the 
evening can be seen on our FOPL FaceBook page Use Pontesbury 
Library.  
 

Congratulations to September Library Lottery Winners! 

1st Prize.......Maureen Naven    2nd Prize......Caroline Wright    

3rd Prize.......Diane Hallett 

If you havenôt already joined our 100 Club Library Lottery, thereôs a minimum charge of  just Ã1 per number per 
month. Buy as many tickets as you like to improve your chances!  Fill in a form at the Library. Leave it at the li-
brary desk or pop into the postbox outside the Pavilion and weôll allocate your number(s) accordingly.  

Coming Up  . . .  

Tuesday 1
st
 October Minsterley Primary School Visit for their youngest children 

Saturday 5
Th
 October Coffee Morning with Lottery Draw and speaker tbc        

Thursday 10th October Rhyme Time  For children & parents aged 0 ï 4years, 2
nd
 Thursday of every month 2 

till 2.45. Weôd love to make this a weekly event but we need more helpers to make this work. Interested to volun-
teer? contact yvonne@pontesburylibrary.co.uk. 

Saturday 2
nd
 November Coffee Morning  with local author, poet & musician Laurelle Rond  

 

And finally I expect many of you have seen the headlines about the nationwide librariesô crisis in recent weeks: 

ñMore than 180 UK public libraries closed or handed to volunteers since 2016, data showsò 

ñEnd of the librarian? Council cuts and new tech push profession to the brink  Staff in Englandôs public 
libraries under threat of being replaced by automated checkouts amid budget pressures.ò 

In addition to the closures, around a third of the remaining public libraries have reduced their hours in the past 

eight years. As Michael Rosen has said óLibraries are soft targets when money has to be savedô and this at a 

time when they are much more than a book- borrowing service, especially in a rural area like ours. On many days 

youôll see exercise classes, family support, arts & crafts workshops, U3A meetings, school visits and singing with 

little ones going on in the Pontesbury library space.  Itôs a thriving meeting place, vital but not essential, which 

can make the difference between living and existing.  Thatôs what a library can do - enable us and the next gener-

ation to do more than simply exist, and itôs why FOPL is determined to keep Pontesbury Library open and thriving 

for everyone.   

Hereôs how you can get involved without having to make a life-time commitment: 

Visit the library as often as you can. Borrow books! The success of our library depends on the number of 
visits as well as the number of books borrowed.  

Join FOPL - as a member ï itôs free! , or a Trustee helping to guide policy (info@pontesburylibrary.co.uk) or 
join the friendly committee who meet first Thurs each month at 6.30pm at The Pavilion 

Use Social Media ï like & share FOPL Facebook posts USE PONTESBURY LIBRARY  

Join the Library Lottery 100 Club ï minimum Ã1 per number per month  

Support Events ï enjoy a good time at fundraising concerts and community activities or Donate - every little 
helps!                              Get in touch about any of the above yvonne@pontesburylibrary.co.uk 

mailto:yvonne@pontesburylibrary.co.uk


Coffee Morning - Friday 11th October 2024  All are welcome to come along 
10:30am to 12:00pm - Plough Inn     

News & Events 

October 2024 

Future Events    For all upcoming events & updates please view our Facebook page. 

Gentlemanôs Club  Play cards, read the paper and catch up with other men. Now running 

fortnightly     Call Rob Davies on 07720 010353 for more info.  

Callum at          

Poppetôs Garden 

GN Community Luncheons start again in October. 

25th October 
    
29
th
 November         31st January        28th February 

All at the Public Hall ï ticket only. Tickets can be bought in advance from Hignetts and any GN groups.  
GN would like to thank the Public Hall for their ongoing support.  

AS FROM 2 OCTOBER, REA VALLEY FOODBANK ARE AN INDEPENDENT SERVICE 
 
We  will now be operating as an independent service after being supported by Shrewsbury Foodbank PLUS  since 
September 2022.  Our primary purpose remains to provide food for those in need in the Rea Valley (Pontesbury, 
Minsterley, Hanwood, Westbury, Snailbeach, Stiperstones, Worthen and beyond). 
 
Clients will continue to use the same referral method by contacting Greg 07902 794653 or Richard 07922 830488 
Or you can still be referred by your GP, schools, social/health workers and other support agencies. 
 
Referrers (ie, GPôs, schools, health and social workers can now refer clients by emailing  reavalleyfood-
bank@gmail.com or call   07902 794635.  Referrers should provide their own contact details including a telephone 
number, as well as the clientôs name, telephone number and a brief outline of the need.  And please indicate which 
venue their client will collect their parcel from.         
 
Parcels will continue to be available from : 
Holy Trinity ChurcH, Minsterley, SY5 0AA  St Georgeôs Church, Pontesbury, SY5 0PS 
Tuesdays between 10.00am-12.00   Thursdays between 10.00am-12.00 
 
We will obviously need more support than ever and food donations, along with pet food, nappies and toiletries, can 
be left at Pontesbury Coop, Minsterley Morrisons, St Georgeôs Church, Pontesbury Baptist Church, Minsterley 
Methodist Church, Holy Trinity, Minsterley and Pontesbury Congregational Church.  As always we say warmest 
thanks for that and our thanks also to the One-Stop Shop in Pontesbury for their support. 
 
We are especially grateful to those new supporters who have pledged monthly donations, which have enabled us to 
embark on this new exciting phase of our journey.  Financial donations may be made to  
Rea Valley Foodbank  51-61-06  76841804  Reference  -  Donor 

The aim of the Rea Valley Community 
Good Neighbourós Scheme  is to link a  
volunteer with a person who may be in 
need of a Good Neighbour for: 

¶ A friendly chat   

¶ A phone call   

¶ Doing small errands such as          
medication collection   

¶ Support to stay active and connect-
ed within the community   

¶ Sign posting to local support   

Good Neighbours would like to thank  the Parish Council, The 
Public Hall Committee & Age Uk for their ongoing support. 
. 

mailto:reavalleyfoodbank@gmail.com
mailto:reavalleyfoodbank@gmail.com


 

PONTESBURY CONGREGATIONAL 

CHURCH SERVICES  

6
th
 Oct 10 am Harvest Festival Helen Pearson 

13
th
 Oct 10am.  Rev Debbie Martin 

20
th
 Oct 10am. The Deacons 

27
th 
Oct 10 am. Rev. Debbie Martin 

Wednesday 10.30 - 12 Coffee and Chat and   

CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀƭƭ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ рǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ сΦол ǇƳ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ IŀǊπ

ǾŜǎǘ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƻǾƛŀƴ {ƛƴƎŜǊǎ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ 

ϻмн  ŦǊƻƳ IƛƎƴŜǧǎ ƻŦ tƻƴǘŜǎōǳǊȅ 

The Methodist Services October 2024  
 

6th Oct 10.45 am with Rev Brian Spencer 
 
13th Oct 10.45 am with Rev Sheila Macinally 
 
20th Oct 10.45 am with Church Members  
 
27th Oct 10.45 am with Dr John Woolley 

   St. Georgeôs Church 
www.st-george.org.uk 
 

Services and activities for October 2024 
 
 1st    2.30pm Tea Service  
6
th
     10.30am  All Age Family Worship     

13
th
   10.30a.m  Morning Worship with Hymns ( Harvest ) 

20
th
    10.30am Holy Communion and Children`s Church 

27
th
    10.30 am Holy Communion   

 
Coffee Stop every Friday 10-12noon. 

Pontesbury Baptist Church 
www.pontesburybaptist.co.uk 
We meet every Sunday morning at 10:30 am and every  
Sunday evening at 6:30 pm to sing hymns of worship, hear the 
Bible read, pray, and listen as Godôs Word is preached. 
 
10:30 AM 6:30 PM 
Sunday 6

th
 October Mike Wells Mike Wells 

Sunday 13
th
 October Mike Wells Ben Jack 

Sunday 20
th
 October Rod Ward Martin Wells 

Sunday 27
th
 October Mike Wells Rob Jack 

 
Everyone of all ages is very welcome! You donôt have to book 
ahead, and thereôs no dress-code - please just come as you 
are. We run a creche for toddlers and a Sunday School for  
children aged 11 and under during our morning service. 

 
In addition, every service is streamed live via our church web-
site, and recordings of previous sermons are available on the 
website and our YouTube channel. 

 

If youõd like more information, please email:  

info@pontesburybaptist.co.uk 

 

 

St Georgeôs Church, Pontesbury 

Are holding their annual Christmas Tree Festival on 

the 6th, 7th and 8th of December 2024. 

This yearôs theme is Reduce, Re-use and Recycle. If you 

would like to enter a tree, please contact me for details: 

Marianne McCall on 07944 333830 or  

email: mariannemccall17@gmail.com 

 

http://www.st-george.org.uk/
http://www.pontesburybaptist.co.uk


Deadline for November 2024 edition is Monday 14th October - please send all articles, requests for adverts and event dates 
to  deputy@pontesburypc.org.uk. When submitting an article, please remember the 250 word limit and a photograph if you have 
one.  Please only send .jpg, .png or Word pictures - no .pdfs  please! 

Pontesbury WI met on Monday 9th of September, our first meeting after our Summer break. We really en-
joyed catching up over tea/coffee and lovely cakes. Thank you to our hostesses. After refreshments we held a quiz 
which was won by ñ The Squaresò. Congratulations ladies. Our competition to fill an egg cup was jointly won by 
Maxine Pittaway and Lena Rowson. 3rd place also went to Lena. Maxine made her eggcup into a pin cushion. Lena 
idled hers with tiny flowers. The flower of the month was won by Shona Wood.  2nd place was Lena Rowson and 
3rd place Maxine Pittaway. Well done all.    Our next meeting will be held on the 14th of October. Rosie Morris is 
due to talk about the history  of Shelton Hospital. Our next craft clubs will be held on the 15th of October. We are 
going on a trip on the 9th of October to Oakgate Elldine Garden Centre. 
We are extremely busy at present preparing for our Open Afternoon due to be held on the 11th of November, this 
afternoon will be our Christmas Craft fair. 
We will have many stalls. Refreshments will be available with many cakes.  
Everyone from the local community is welcome to join us. The sale starts at 2 oôclock. 
Our WI meeting is held on the second Monday afternoon of the month at Pontesbury Public Hall. 
Please contact Irene Windows President on 01743791906 for further information. 

 

Pontesbury Womenôs Club  
 

If you would like an entertaining Tuesday 
evening come along to our meetings 

Tuesday 8
th
 October 

Michael & Brian McCarthy 
will tell us about óOvercoming Adversityô 

Tuesday 12
th
 November 

Ann Whysall 
will demonstrate how to make table decora-

tions for  Christmas 
 

PWC usually meets at 7.30pm on  
The second Tuesday of the month  
At Pontesbury Public Hall  

 
Visitors and New Members are always welcome  

West Shropshire Flower Club  

Meetings are at Westbury Village Hall starting at 7.30pm, visitors welcome. 

The next meetings are: 23rd Octoberð AGM        27th NovemberðDelyth Price óHere comes Christmasô 

¢ƘŜ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƅƻǿŜǊ Ŏƭǳō ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ /ƭǳō ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŦǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŬƴŘ ƻǳǘ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎΦ tŜƴŜƭƻǇŜ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ ƪƛŎƪŜŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻũ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝǾŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ tŀǾŞ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀ ƭƻǿ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƭƛŀƎŜ ƻƴ ǎƘƻǊǘ 

ǎǘŜƳǎ ƎǊƻǳǇŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǾŜǊȅ ǝƎƘǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀŎǘƭȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƻǊƛŜǎΦ {ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōƻȄ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŀƳǇ ǎŀƴŘΣ 

ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƅƻǊŀƭ ŦƻŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ƅƻǿŜǊ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ŦƻƭƛŀƎŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎπ

ǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ōŀƳōƻƻ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ [ƛȊȊȅ IŀǊǊŀǧ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ΨCƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩΣ о ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ 

ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΦ IŜǊ tƻǘ ŀǳ CƭŜǳǊ όŀ ƳƛȄǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏǳǘ ƅƻǿŜǊǎύ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƻǿƭ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻƭƛŀƎŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ 

ƛƴǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŜ ǎǳƴƪ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǘŜǎǘ ǘǳōŜǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭŀŘƛƻƭƛ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƘƭƛŀ Ŏǳǘ ƅƻǿŜǊǎΦ {ƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƘŀƴŘπ

ǝŜŘ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŜƭƭƻǇƘŀƴŜ ǿǊŀǇǇƛƴƎΦ IŜǊ Ŭƴŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ōŀǎƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ŀ ƭǳƴŎƘ ōƻȄ 

ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴ ǿƛǊŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǾƻƭǳǇǘǳƻǳǎ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƛŀƎŜ ǎƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ 

ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƅƻǿŜǊǎΣ ƭƛƭƛŜǎΣ ƘȅŘǊŀƴƎŜŀǎΣ Ȋƛƴƴƛŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻǎŜǎΦ Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭǳŎƪ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎƛƊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŎǊŜŀƳ ǘŜŀ ǘƻ ǘŜƳǇǘ ƛƴ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ 

 



¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƴŜΥ ǿƘŀǘ ƴŜȄǘΚ hǇŜƴ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻƴ мфǘƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǎƛȄ DƻƭŘŜƴ DǳŜǊƴǎŜȅ ōƛƭƭȅ Ǝƻŀǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊƭϥǎ Iƛƭƭ ǎŎǊŜŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜǎ ƴŜǿΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΥ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ǝƻŀǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ƎǊŀȊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Iƛƭƭ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ Dt{ ŎƻƭƭŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ bƻCŜƴŎŜ ǘŜŎƘπ
ƴƻƭƻƎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǝŎ ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ 
bŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƴŜǿ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ¢Ǌǳǎǘϥǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΥ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƎǊŀȊŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻŀǘǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀǧƭŜ ƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƘŜŜǇ όŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŘƻƎ ŀǧŀŎƪǎύΚ 5ƻ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŦŜƴŎƛƴƎΚ {ƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ŦŜƭƭ ƳƻǊŜ ǘǊŜŜǎΣ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǘǊŜŜǎΣ ƻǊ ōƻǘƘΚ {ƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ Iƛƭƭ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻǊ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜΚ 

¢ƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ tƻƴǘŜǎŦƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǊƭϥǎ Iƛƭƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ Ŏƻƴπ
ǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ tŀǾƛƭƛƻƴ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ мфǘƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ т-фǇƳΦ 

MINSTERLEY MEADOWS APPEAL DEADLINE 

A lot has been happening since our first public meeting way back in January. Following a 

second public meeting and the campaign launch we have had numerous local fundraising 

events, including raffles and a stall at Minsterley Show.  At the time of writing we have raised Ã135,262 towards 

our total of Ã240,000 but we need to find the rest by mid-October. Could you possibly help us to reach our goal 

by making a pledge either by email at: info@middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk  via our website: https://

middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk/minsterley-meadows-appeal/  or by sponsoring an orchid?  If you pur-

chase one of Sarah Jamesonôs delightful cards (a painting of a lovely purple Green-winged Orchid) for Ã5 all the 

money raised goes to support the Minsterley Meadows Appeal.  To order please email: in-

fo@middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk.                                                                                                      

Many thanks,   Members of: Minsterley Meadows Working Group; Middle Marches Community Land Trust; 

Marches Meadow Group 

tƻƴǘŜǎōǳǊȅ DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 

Garden & Craft Show  Our annual Show was held on Saturday 24 August. Poor weather conditions this year 
resulted in a lower number of entries in the Flower, Fruit and Veg categories but the Art, Handicraft and Cookery 
sections were well supported. It was good to see that there was lots of new exhibitors, some of whom are new 
to the village, so we look forward to seeing everyone again next year. 
Xmas Meal - This well be held on the evening of  Tuesday 3 December. As our usual venue is no longer    
available we are looking into an alternative and will let people know as soon as we can. It would be good to 
gauge the level of interest so if you are calling in to the Trading Post please let us know if you would like to at-
tend. 
The Trading Post ð We will be closing for our winter break at the end of October so be sure to call in and get 
everything that you will need for the garden over the winter months. We will be open every Saturday from 9.30 
to 12 noon until the end of the month, and will be able to take bookings for the Xmas meal after that. 

 

St. Georgeôs Church extended churchyardðAppeal for help 

This burial ground has been known for many years as óThe cemeteryô. A cemetery is land owned by any person/

persons other than the Church of England. Extended church yard means that it is an extension of the church yard 

surrounding the church itself.   

The actual church yard to St. Georgeôs church is closed and has been taken over by the county council for mainte-

nance.  The extended church yard remains the legal responsibility of the parish church and needs a lot of atten-

tion. Over the years we have tried different ways of care. Many people have expressed concerns , when different 

ways have been used. One type of care has never been right for all people and most are reluctant to offer help. 

This sacred land is used by all people of the Parish but the cost is borne solely by St Georgeôs Church members. It 

is a legal obligation to maintain the area but the church cannot sustain these costs. Last year the cost to cut the 

areas was Ã6,404. Income from funerals was Ã3244. 

Now, as church wardens of the church, we would like to offer a couple of ways in which this sacred land can be 

cared for.  One idea is that the older part of the area would be left to grow wild and be cut once a year. (the area 

now in use would be cut twice a year).  The second idea is that we could raise enough money to cut paths to the 

main areas and then the rest be left as meadow.  The last area which is given over to a meadow at this minute 

would also just need cutting once.  The church cannot afford to pay for complete cutting. We are holding a coffee 

morning in the village hall in the New Year.  If you wish to make comments  or offer help please come along and 

talk with the rector or the church wardens.  We therefore would welcome your thoughts and your help and dona-

tions. There will be a meeting early next year.  If you wish to offer help please telephone 01743791069. Mary 

Worrall/Marianne McCall, Church wardens. 

mailto:info@middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk
https://middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk/minsterley-meadows-appeal/
https://middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk/minsterley-meadows-appeal/
mailto:info@middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk
mailto:info@middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk
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Tickets Ã10 (includes Ã2 for local 
causes) from Hignetts or contact 
Rob on 07720 010353 to         
reserve. BYO food, drink and 
glasses 

 Devilled Eggs Habberley Village Hall.  

   Saturday 5th October  7.30pm.  Tickets Ã12.  

Online booking  www.artsalive.co.uk  and  01743 790179 

 

 Concert and Harvest Supper with  

Cornovian Singers 

At 6.30 on Saturday 5th October, Pontesburyôs new 
choir, the Cornovian Singers, will be presenting 
óTimes and Seasonsô, an evening of choral music with 
a harvest flavour. This fundraising event for the       
historic Congregational Chapel in our village will be an 
entertaining and informative blend of Christian music, 
Church history and folklore/rural traditions. The music 
includes an attractive variety of choral music from the 
14th century to the present day, including some new   
compositions.  Tickets are Ã12 ï including a delicious 
Harvest Supper after the concert, available from the 
Chapel, from   Hignettôs, or from Wendy on 0782-415-
5418. 

 

http://www.artsalive.co.uk


 

 

 Pontesbury Primary School   

Welcome back to all of our pupils and families and 
a special welcome to all of our new starters. After 
enjoying the summer, we are back, refreshed and 
ready to learn! 

My thanks go to all of the residents of Pontesbury 
who remained vigilant over our site during the hol-
idays. The school hosted a holiday club over the 
summer (run by Crossbar) and this was attended 
by many children from Pontesbury and the local 
area ï it looked  fun and was full of activities. This 
is available again during the October half-term. 

Please note the change to our school day which 
now starts slightly earlier at 8:35am (10 minutes 
earlier than in previous years).  

We are seeking to add to our amazing team of 
volunteer readers to listen to our children read. 
Most of our volunteers pop in for an afternoon a 
week to support but we can be flexible to suit you. 
If you would like any information, please ask at 
the school office or contact us on 01743 790226. 
Please note, persons applying will be subject to 
an enhanced DBS check. 

We are now taking bookings for prospective par-
ents and pupils for 2025/26 starters to come and 
visit our wonderful school before applying. Please 
call the office on 01743 790226 to book a visit. 

 



NEW WALKING GROUP ï       
Organised By Jess  

(Good Neighbour Group) 
 

Friday 11th October 
Young, old, families & pets      

welcome 
4pm from School Green 
1.5mile gentle stroll  

Deadline for  November 2024 edition is Monday 14th October - please send all articles, requests for adverts and event dates 
to  deputy@pontesburypc.org.uk. When submitting an article, please remember the 250 word limit and a photograph if you have 
one.  Please only send .jpg, .png or Word pictures - no .pdfs  please! 

Pontesbury Sports Association On Sunday 25th August the Sports 
Ground hosted the óTaffy Thomas Memorial Cupô 
The day was a huge success with lots of people coming along to enjoy 
celebrating Taffys love of football. 
 
Pictured is Brians wife Betty who was presented the cup to the winners - 
Pontesbury Cricket Club. 
 
Money raised from the event will go towards a defibrillator at the Sports 
Ground and help towards the costs of the upkeep of the building. 
 
Thank you to every one for your support. 

     

Pontesbury Runners leader and coach, David Crosby, has won an English Athletics       

regional award. 

David was runner up in the West Midlands Regional Volunteer Awards for his contribution to athletics and running 
and received his award at a special ceremony in Birmingham. Members of Pontesbury Runners, who nominated 
him for the award are delighted that his hard work has 
been recognised. 
Since moving to the village three years ago, David has  

established a social running group which meets every 
Monday, has run several courses for new and returning 
runners to get to a 5k goal and has regular sessions for 
ógraduatesô of his beginners running groups. 

Monday evenings regularly attract around 14 runners and 
many members of the groups have taken part in local park 
runs, longer races, and marathons. 

David gives regular postings on Facebook with hints and 
tips and advises members coming back from injury or ex-
periencing difficulties. 

In addition he has organised social evenings and Christmas dinners with awards and quizzes.  He recently sur-
veyed the group and discovered that most members were strangers before and have now formed tight knit friend-
ships, banding together for informal runs and walks. 

If you would like to know more, join the Pontesbury Runners Facebook site. 

 

 

SHORT MAT BOWLS 

Starts 2 pm Thursday 10
th
 October 

in the Public Hall 

Then every week till spring. 

Newcomers welcomey 

Ring Jan James 01743 790417 for further information 



Marc Simms  

Painting and Decorating 

All interior and exterior work          

undertaken  

Local, professional and          

efficient service 

Call Marc on  

07875 168744 
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Tel: 01743 821507 Mob: 
07740607064 

Email: info@r-j-d.co.uk  

Free consultation and quote  
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