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Pontesbury Players want to give a 

big thank you to everyone who came to see 

our Panto sequel to Cinderella. Over five 

performances, there were brilliant audiences 

which meant we had great fun on stage.  

If you'd like to join the group, on or off stage, 

then please contact us on our Pontesbury 

Players Facebook page. We'd love to hear 

from you. 

https://www.facebook.com/

PontesburyPlayers 
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Caretaker/estates person needed 

Pontesbury Parish Council are looking for someone to do light 

caretaking at the Pavilion and maintenance jobs around the 

parish.  There is work for the equivalent of a day per week on a 

flexible, self-employed basis. 

If you are interested please contact Debbie Marais 

clerk@pontesbury-pc.gov.uk or tel: 01691 661157 

PONTESBURY PLAY AREA - CONSULTATION 

Friday 13th March 2026 from 12 noon to 4pm in Pontesbury Pavilion 

Come and let the parish council know how you would like the funding to be spent, which is          

allocated to purchase new equipment for the Pontesbury Play area.   

Four play equipment companies will be at the Pavilion on 13th March advertising their play  

equipment for you to look at and to answer your questions.  Each company has come up with  

different designs, or alternative apparatus, following a specification from the council, which has 

also had to follow the lines of the funding available.   

This is your chance to shape the Pontesbury 

Play Area for the future - come along and 

have your say, refreshments will be available.   



 

Pontesbury Parish Council  At the February meeting Councillors agreed the annual     
payment of Ã15,000 to Shropshire Council Library Service, towards providing a library in        
Pontesbury.  Thank you to the Friends of Pontesbury Library who make a contribution of Ã4,000 
towards this payment.  It was also agreed that Cllr Hodges would write to the Shropshire Council 
portfolio holder for Highways to express concern about the flooding in Cruckton which is causing 
a lot of problems for local residents. 
 
We apologise for the delay in opening the newly refurbished public toilets.   They should be open 
by the end of March.  A big thank you to Shukers for the great job that they have done, and we 
hope you enjoy the changes.  Thank you for your patience during the closure of the toilets. 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will be the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 9th March at 
6pm at Pontesbury Public Hall.  This is the chance for electors in the parish to come and hear 
what the council and other local groups in the area are doing to support residents and to ask 
questions.  Reports will be available on the parish council website before the meeting.  

www.pontesbury-pc.gov.uk  

 
The next Planning Committee meeting will be held on Monday 
2nd March at 6.30pm at thePavilion.   
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Rea Valley Probus Club  

All meetings are at Arscott Golf Club, on the second Wednesday of 
each month at 1pm.  For further information and contact details 

please visit our website, www.reavalleyprobus.org.uk.   

Next meeting is the AGM: 11th March 2026 

New Play Area Equipment Consultation - Feedback Form  
We value your input regarding the proposed new equipment for the play   
area. Please take a few moments to share your thoughts and suggestions. 
Your feedback will help us ensure the play area meets the needs of our 
community.  
Feedback Questions  
How often do you or your children use the play area?  
Ǐ Daily Ǐ Weekly Ǐ Monthly Ǐ Rarely Ǐ Never  
 
What age group(s) will be using the new equipment?  
Ǐ Under 5 Ǐ 6ï12 Ǐ 12ï15 Ǐ Over 15 
  
What do you think of the proposed new equipment?  
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Are there any types of equipment you would particularly like to see                   
included?  
____________________________________________________________
Do you have any concerns or suggestions about the safety or accessibility 
of the new equipment?  
 
___________________________________________________________ 
Any other comments or suggestions?  
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Thank you for taking the time to share your views. Please return this form by 
28th March 2026 to the following address or email:  
The Pavilion Community Hub & Library, Hall Bank, Pontesbury SY5 0RF  
Email: deputy@pontesbury-pc.gov.uk  
Your feedback is greatly appreciated and will contribute to the improvement 

of our play area for all local children and families.  

Blank Play Area consultation feedback forms can be collected from the    

Pavilion and either scanned and emailed back, or returned by hand. 



 We hope to see you for 

óGet Creative Groupô:  

at The Pavilion from 11am to 1pm on 

Monday 2nd & 16th March 2026   
Drinks and biscuits are provided and there is no charge.   

Bring along any project you are working on and have a chat with fellow creators.    

Everyone welcome. 

Pavilion News 
March 2026 - Whatôs On 

  

Pontesbury Dementia Support Group 
Alternate Wednesdays in the Pavilion 

4th & 18th March 2026 - Time: 2-4pm 

Pontesbury Carers Support 
Group   

Friday 27th March 2026 
Wƻƛƴ us in a relaxed and informal meeting 
where we share information and chat with a 
cuppa and cake, starting 10.30am.  Itôs all free 
with experts on hand to answer questions. 

Sea Change Trust  run a 

FREE therapist-led Family Drop-In 

support group at the  Pavilion   

Community Hub and  Library in 

Pontesbury on Wednesdays between 10-12 

(term-time only). All caregivers and their children 

under 5 are welcome. Meet other families with 

young children and talk to our team of parent 

infant specialists whilst the children play . 

Åcò~EШÑf~EШШШШШШ 
ÑőƨƖƚĬċǃШΝΞƣőШ~ċƖĦő 

ΞƓůШŔŰШ 
ÂŸŰƣĲƚĤƨƖǃШÂċƻŔũŔŸŰШѼШxŔĤƖċƖǃ 

March News from the Library Owl 

We will 'Spring into the Library' this March, all things 
bright and yellow! A host of daffodils gathered to     
welcome our special guest on the 7

th
 March. Please 

note that the library will be pausing its service, at 
approximately 11.15am till 11.45am on Saturday 
7
th

 March. This will be all services, book borrowing, 
computers, and photocopying. Thank you for your  
patience while the event takes place. 

As I mentioned in February, this is the National Year 
of Reading (GO ALL IN) Our colleagues in Ludlow 
library have created a 'Read-A-Lottery' challenge. 
The challenge will promote reading in all its forms.  
Collect paw prints to enter a prize draw at the end of 
the year. Pop into the library to sign up and get more 
details. 

Libraries are always looking for initiatives to be    
greener, borrowing books instead of buying reduces 
your carbon footprint. We are also now able to recycle 
pens.  There is a box inside the library, which can be 
accessed when the Pavilion is open to the public.  All 
types of pens are acceptable. When the box is full, we 
simply post them off and start again. 

Sorry we had to cancel the February Rhyme Time, it 
will return on 12

th
 March at 2pm. 

The Library Owl    



 



Coffee Morning - at the Plough Inn is on Friday 13th March start time 10.30 till 11.45  

News & Events 

March 2026 

Future Events    For all upcoming events & updates please view our Facebook page. 

Good Neighbours Community Luncheon is Friday 27th March start 11.45 & finish 13.00 at 

Pontesbury Public Hall.  Tickets can be purchased at the coffee mornings or Hignetts.  The 

luncheons do not run after March as we all go into Spring with hopefully better weather! 

FOODBANK NEWS 

Thank you to Pontesbury Co-op for Ã250 for 

Foodbank costs 

Craig Pugh, Pontesbury Co-opôs Manager enabled the Foodbank to gain this     

generous grant from the Co-op, which will go towards our running costs.  We 

really appreciate Craigôs help, the staff at the store and all the local support 

from our communities. 

Please keep donating in date tinned and packaged food, toiletries, and 

cleaning products. All donations are very welcome; it is especially helpful if you can check our ñItems in 

Needò on our website https://reavalleyfoodbank.co.uk/donating/   

Please help us by telling people about our Foodbank as we know there are people out there that need 

our help.  Do encourage them to take the first step. Itôs easy to get referred, or they contact us them-

selves, or you can contact us on their behalf. You are welcome to come along with them to their first   

Foodbank visit and stay for a hot drink and a chat. Our volunteers are friendly and non-judgmental, so 

please do try us. 

To use the Foodbank, get referred: 

ask your local clergy, GP, school, 

nursery, social/health worker, housing 

provider or other support agency. See 

our website: https://

reavalleyfoodbank.co.uk/ or FacebookШ 

WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ .ǊƻǿƴΣ w±C ϧ /ǊŀƛƎ tǳƎƘΣ /ƻ-ƻǇ 

 

Lent Lunches 

Every Wednesday 12:00 -1:00 pm 

 

 All four churches in Pontesbury warmly invite you to 

join us at St Georgeôs Church each Wednesday for 

soup and a roll, followed by a hot drink, all free of 

charge, and a reflection on the true message of Easter. 

No need to book ahead ï just come as you are! 

SAVE THE DATE!  

EASTER SERVICES 

@ Pontesbury Baptist Church  

 

 

 

Good Friday 3rd April  

Service at 11:30 am  

Easter Sunday 5th April  

Services at 10:30 am & 6:30 pm  

All are welcome!  

www.pontesburybaptist.co.uk  

https://reavalleyfoodbank.co.uk/donating/
https://reavalleyfoodbank.co.uk/
https://reavalleyfoodbank.co.uk/


Methodist services for March 
 

1st Mar Mr Mike Hallworth - Holy Communion 
8th Mar Mrs Helen Pearson 
15th Mar Rev Brian Spencer 
22nd Mar Mr Wes Morris 
29th Mar Rev Richard Hall 
 
All services at 10.45 am 

Pontesbury Baptist Church 
www.pontesburybaptist.co.uk 
We have services twice every Sunday ï at 10:30 am and 
6:30 pm ï where we sing hymns of worship, hear the Bible 
read, pray, and listen as Godôs Word is preached. 
 
  Morning             Evening  
1st Mar 10:30 am: Mike Wells SONGS OF PRAISE 
8th Mar 10:30 am: Mike Wells No Service 
15th Mar 10:30 am: Rob Jack 6:30 pm: Ben Jack  
22nd Mar 10:30 am: Mike Wells 6:30 pm: Mike Wells 
29th Mar 10:30 am: Mike Wells 6:30 pm: Mike Wells 
  
In addition, every service is streamed live via our church 
website, and recordings of previous sermons are available 
on the website and our YouTube channel. 

For more information, please email:                 
info@pontesburybaptist.co.uk  

St. Georgeôs Church 
www.st-george.org.uk 
 

ÉĲƖƻŔĦĲƚШċŰĬШċĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚШŉŸƖШ~ċƖĦőШΞΜΞΣ 
ΝƚƣШШШ ΝΜаΟΜШċů cŸũǃШ9ŸůůƨŰŔŸŰ 
ΟƖĬ ΞЮΟΜƓůШШШ ÑĲċШÉĲƖƻŔĦĲ 
ΡƣőШШШ ΟЮΟΜƓůШШ ~ĲƚƚǃШ9őƨƖĦő 
Υƣő ΝΜаΟΜШċůШ ~ŸƖŰŔŰŊШìŸƖƚőŔƓШƽŔƣőŸƨƣШ  
 9ŸůůƨŰŔŸŰЮШ9őŔũĬƖĲŰќƚШ9őƨƖĦőШШШ 
ΝΡƣőШШ ΝΜаΟΜШċůШ cŸũǃШ9ŸůůƨŰŔŸŰШċŰĬШ9őŔũĬƖĲŰ֤ƚШ
 9őƨƖĦőШыШ~ŸƣőĲƖŔŰŊШÉƨŰĬċǃШьШ 
ΞΞŰĬ ΝΜЮΟΜċůШШ ũũШ ŊĲШ[ċůŔũǃШìŸƖƚőŔƓ 
ΞΦƣőШ ΝΜЮΟΜċůШ ?ƖċůċƣŔƚĲĬШÂċƚƚŔŸŰШыÂċũůШÉƨŰĬċǃьШ
   ]ƖŸƨƓШƚĲƖƻŔĦĲЮ 
ÑĲċШ7ƖĲċťШĲƻĲƖǃШìĲĬŰĲƚĬċǃШΞ-ΠƓů 
9ŸǭĲĲШÉƣŸƓШĲƻĲƖǃШ[ƖŔĬċǃШΝΜ-ΝΞŰŸŸŰ 

PONTESBURY CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH SERVICES March 2026 
 
Sunday 1st March at 10am David Gent. 
Sunday 8th March at 10am Rev. Debbie Martin. 
Sunday 15th March at 10am The Deacons. 
Sunday 22nd March at 10am Rev Debbie Martin. 
Sunday 29th March at 10am Rev. Debbie Martin. 
(Palm Sunday service to be held at Minsterley 
Congregational Church - NO service at            
Pontesbury). 
 
Tuesday at 10am Prayer meeting. 
Wednesday 10-12 Warm space/coffee and chat. 
 
Everyone Welcome 
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http://www.st-george.org.uk/
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Pontesbury & District Gardenersô Association 

The Trading Post re-opened on 7th February with a good stock of seed potatoes, onion and shallot sets 

and various pea, bean and beetroot seeds. We received our bulk load of multi-purpose compost, which 

has a reduced peat content, and this is on special offer for the purchase of three bags or more. We also 

have two varieties of peat-free potting compost and a good stock of growbags, as well as three grades of 

John Innes potting composts and ericaceous compost, plus various fertilisers. 

The Associationôs Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 3rd March at 7.30 pm in the Len 

Simpson Room of Pontesbury Public Hall. We are looking to appoint a new Chair and someone to look 

after the publicity as well as new people to join the Committee. If you are interested in getting more        

involved in the Association then talk to anyone at the Trading Post on a Saturday morning and/or come 

along to the AGM. Refreshments will be available after the main business of the meeting is concluded. 

We now take payments by card (debit or credit) as well as by cash to make life easier for us all. 

The Trading Post is situated in the Old Station Buildings on Station Road and is open every Saturday from 

9.30am to 12 noon. 

Date to save in your diary -                                                                                                                         

Thu 21st May - 7.00-9.00pm - Pontesbury Gardeners' Spring in to the Garden - Public Hall. 

The Rea Valley Transport Scheme has now been up and running since the end of September. In that 

time, we have transported nearly 30 patients to a variety of venues including Shrewsbury Hospital,   

Pontesbury Surgery and Gobowen. The scheme, which is entirely free, is designed to get patients to the 

Doctors, dentists, hospital, opticians and other wellbeing services. We can never guarantee to be able 

to help but have been able to respond positively to most requests. To request transport, please contact 

our scheme administrator, Emma, at reavalleytransportscheme.info@gmail.com or by calling 07468 115939. She 

works Monday-Friday 10-2.30 and 3.30-5. We do not operate an answer-machine service, so please call back if you 

receive no answer. If possible, please give us a minimum of a weekôs notice of when and where 

your appointment is. 



Pontesbury WI met on 9th February where 
we welcomed a number of guests who came 
along to hear our guest speaker Caroline 
Wright, who gave us an excellent talk about 

snowdrops. The members and guests were overwhelmed 
by her knowledge 
of the Snowdrop. 
Her talk covered     
historical,         
geographical, and 
botanical details. 
From poetry, to 
pictures, to       
ornaments the 
snowdrop had 
been portrayed in 
many ways, but 

Caroline thought there was none more beautiful than the 
simple snowdrop coming out of the ground.  
Our next meeting will be held on 9th March when our 
guest speaker will talk about arthritis, we will also be 
shown some exercise techniques to help with mobility. 
Our March Craft Club will be held at the Cock Inn         
Hanwood on 17th March at 10am to 1pm.                        
Everyone is welcome to join us. 
For further information about our WI contact Irene              
Windows President on 01743791903. 

Maxine Pittaway events organiser 

0ÏÎÔÅÓÂÕÒÙ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ #ÌÕÂ  
 

)Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÁÎ ÅÎÔÅÒÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ 
ÃÏÍÅ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ 

 
4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ ρπÔÈ -ÁÒÃÈ 

2ÅÂÅÃÃÁ 2ÅÁ ɀ(ÅÁÌÉÎÇ Ǫ 4ÈÅÒÁÐÙ ÆÏÒ !ÎÉÍÁÌÓ 
 

4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ ψÔÈ !ÐÒÉÌ 
ςπςφ !'- 

ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓ ÔÏ ÆÏÌÌÏ× 
 

07# ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÍÅÅÔÓ ÁÔ χȢσπÐÍ ÏÎ  
4ÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈ  
!Ô 0ÏÎÔÅÓÂÕÒÙ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ (ÁÌÌ 

6ÉÓÉÔÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ .Å× -ÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ  

²Ŝǎǘ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜ CƭƻǿŜǊ /ƭǳō !ǘ ƻǳǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ 
ƻǿƴ WŀƴŜ ¢ǳƭƭȅ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƴŜǿ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎΣ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ /ŜǊŀƳƛŎǎΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǇƻǧŜǊȅ ƻƴ ǎƘƻǿ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ           
ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƅƻǿŜǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎΦ CǊƻƳ ²ŜŘƎǿƻƻŘǎ WŀǎǇŜǊǿŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ н 
ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ Ǉƛƴƪ ŀƴǝǊǊƘƛƴǳƳǎ ϧ ōƭǳŜ     
ŀƎŀǇŀƴǘƘǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ƙƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŎƘǊȅǎŀƴǘƘŜƳǳƳǎ ǘƻ /ƭŀǊƛŎŜ /ƭƛũǎ 

.ƛȊŀǊǊŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳŜǎǉǳŜ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ǘǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ ƅƻǿŜǊ IŜƭƛŎƻƴƛŀ ǇǎƛǧŀŎƻǊǳƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŘ ƘȅǇŜǊƛŎǳƳ ōŜǊǊƛŜǎ ϧ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ǊƻǎŜǎ 
ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ н ƭŀǊƎŜ ǊŜŘ ǎǇŀǘƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ōƭŀŎƪ ǝƴƎ-ǝƴƎ ϧ ōƻŀǊŘŜŘ ōȅ ōƭŀŎƪ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎǇƛŘƛǎǘǊŀ ƭŜŀǾŜǎΦ 
tƻǊǘƳŜƛǊƛƻƴ .ƻǘŀƴƛŎ DŀǊŘŜƴ ǊŀƴƎŜ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƅƻǿŜǊǎΣ ǘǳƭƛǇǎΣ ƴŀǊŎƛǎǎƛΣ ŀƴŜƳƻƴŜǎΣ ǎǘƻŎƪǎ ϧ 
ǊŀƴǳƴŎǳƭǳǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ ōŀǎƪŜǘΦ  [ǳǎǘǊŜǿŀǊŜ ǎŜǩƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊŀ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǎǇǊŀȅŜŘ ƎƻƭŘΣ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜũŜŎǘ ƻŦ    
ƛǊƛŘŜǎŎŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƻǎǘȅ Ǉƛƴƪ ŎƘǊȅǎŀƴǘƘŜƳǳƳǎ ϧ Ƴǳƭǝ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ ŀƴǘƘǳǊƛǳƳǎΦ {ƘƻǿƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ŀŘŀǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ  
ǳǎƛƴƎ aƻƻǊŎǊƻƊǎ ς CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ƻǊŎƘƛŘǎΣ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŦƻŀƳ ŦǊŜŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǊŎƘƛŘǎ ƛƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘǳōŜǎ ǎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎƭƛŎŜ ƻŦ 
ǝƳōŜǊ ϧ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ŎƻƛƭŜŘ ǘŀǇŜΣ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ōǳǘ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜΦ {ƘŜ ŬƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƻũ ǿƛǘƘ tƻƻƭŜ tƻǧŜǊȅ ƛŎƻƴƛŎ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƳƛŘ-ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ .ǊƛǝǎƘ 
ǎǘǳŘƛƻ ǇƻǧŜǊȅ 5ŜƭǇƘƛǎΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘΣ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ōƻƭŘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŬŜǊȅ ǊŜŘǎΣ ƻǊŀƴƎŜǎ ϧ ȅŜƭƭƻǿǎΦ  
¢ƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōǊƛƎƘǘ Ƨƻȅ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻƭŘ ŘǊŜŀǊȅ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ 

!ƭƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀǘ ²ŜǎǘōǳǊȅ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǘ тΦолǇƳΣ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ϻмл 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ нрǘƘ aŀǊŎƘ  - .ǊƛŘƎŜǧŜ aŀƴǘƻƴ ς LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǎ 

ƚťШƣőĲШ ŰŔůċũШcĲċũĲƖШтШÅĲĤĲĦĦċШÅĲċ 
ÑőĲƖċƓĲƨƣŔĦШőĲũƓШŉŸƖШċŰŔůċũƚШċŰĬШƣőĲŔƖШƓĲŸƓũĲ 

cŸƖƚĲƚоÂŸŰŔĲƚШċƖĲШcĲƖĬШċŰŔůċũƚШťŰŸƽŰШƣŸШĤĲШċĤũĲШ
ƣŸШŉŸƖůШĬĲĲƓШƚŸĦŔċũШ ĦŸŰŰĲĦƣŔŸŰƚЯШ ŸŉƣĲŰШ ŉŸƖШ ũŔŉĲЮШШ
ÑőĲǃШƓũċǃШƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖЯШŊƖŸŸůШĲċĦőШŸƣőĲƖЯШŔŰƣĲƖ-ƖĲũċƣĲШ
ċŰĬШĲƻĲŰШƚƣċŰĬШƽċƣĦőШŸƻĲƖШĲċĦőШŸƣőĲƖШċƣШŰŔŊőƣЮШШ
ÑőĲǃШ ĦŸůůƨŰŔĦċƣĲШ ƣőƖŸƨŊőШ ƣŸƨĦőЯШ ƻŸĦċũŔƚċƣŔŸŰЯШ
ƣőĲŔƖШ ƚĲŰƚĲƚШ ċŰĬШ ƣőĲŔƖШ ĲŰĲƖŊǃЮШ Ш ÑőĲǃШ ŰĲĲĬШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
ĦŸŰŰĲĦƣŔŸŰЮШ 

7ĲŔŰŊШťĲƓƣШċũŸŰĲШŸŉƣĲŰШĦċƨƚĲƚШŔůůĲŰƚĲШĬŔƚƣƖĲƚƚШ
ċŰĬШ ĤŔŊШ ƖĲƚƨũƣƚЮШ Ш 7ĲĦċƨƚĲШ ƣőĲǃШ ċƖĲШ ƨŰċĤũĲШ ƣŸШШШШШШШШ
ĲƚĦċƓĲШ ƣőĲŔƖШ ƚƨǭĲƖŔŰŊШ ƚŸůĲШ ƚőƨƣШ ĬŸƽŰШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
ĦŸůƓũĲƣĲũǃЯШĤĲĦŸůŔŰŊШĬĲċĬШĲǃĲĬШċŰĬШƽŔƣőШůŔŰŔůċũШ
ŔŰƣĲƖċĦƣŔŸŰЮШШÑőŔƚШŔƚШĬĲĲƓШĬŔƚƣƖĲƚƚШċŰĬШĬĲƓƖĲƚƚŔŸŰШ
ĤƨƣШŔƣШĦċŰШĲċƚŔũǃШĤĲШŔŊŰŸƖĲĬШċŰĬШŢƨĬŊĲĬШċƚШѣŢƨƚƣШċШ
ƕƨŔĲƣШŰŸШƣƖŸƨĤũĲШőŸƖƚĲѣЯШƣőŔƚШċũƚŸШőċƓƓĲŰƚШƣŸШĬŸŊƚЮШШ
ÑőŔƚШŔƚШĦċũũĲĬШѣũĲċƖŰĲĬШőĲũƓũĲƚƚŰĲƚƚѣЮШ 

§ƣőĲƖƚШĦċŰШƖĲƚŸƖƣШƣŸШƖĲƓĲƣŔƣŔƻĲШƚĲũŉШőċƖůШƚƨĦőШċƚШ
ĤŔƣŔŰŊШ ƣőĲŔƖШ ĤŸĬǃЯШ ƖƨĤĤŔŰŊШ ƣőĲůƚĲũƻĲƚШ ƚŸƖĲЯШШШШШШШШШ
ĦƖŔĤĤŔŰŊШŔĲШǃċŰťŔŰŊШŸĤƚĲƚƚŔƻĲũǃШŸŰШċШƚŸũŔĬШŸĤŢĲĦƣЯШŸƖШ
ƣőĲǃШ ĦċŰШ ĤĲĦŸůĲШ ƖĲċĦƣŔƻĲШ ŸƖШ ċŊŊƖĲƚƚŔƻĲЮШ Ш ŰĬШ
ƚƣƖĲƚƚШӀШƓőǃƚŔĦċũШŔũũ-őĲċũƣőЯШĲŊШŔůůƨŰĲШĬŔƚŸƖĬĲƖƚЯШ
ċƖƣőƖŔƣŔƚШ ċŰĬШ ƓċŔŰЯШ ŊċƚƣƖŔĦШ ŔƚƚƨĲƚЯШ ĤĲőċƻŔŸƨƖċũШШШШ
ƓƖŸĤũĲůƚЯШŔŰŢƨƖŔĲƚЯШĦċŰĦĲƖƚЮ 

ìőċƣШ ĦċŰШ ǃŸƨШ ĬŸеШ Ш ÑċũťШ ƣŸШ ŰĲċƖĤǃШ őŸƖƚĲоƓŸŰǃШШШШШ
ŸƽŰĲƖƚШċŰĬШƚĲĲШŔŉШċШǯĲũĬШƚőċƖŔŰŊШċƖƖċŰŊĲůĲŰƣШĦċŰШ
ĤĲШůċĬĲЮЮЮШŔƣШůċǃШĲƻĲŰШƚċƻĲШǃŸƨШůŸŰĲǃШƣŸŸЮШШÉŸůĲШ
ċŰŔůċũƚШĦċŰШĤŸŰĬШƽŔƣőШŸƣőĲƖШċŰŔůċũƚШċШũŔƣƣũĲШĤŔƣЯШĲŊШ
ċШƚőĲĲƓШŸƖШĬŸŰťĲǃШŔŉШǃŸƨШĦċŰШŔŰƣƖŸĬƨĦĲШƣőĲůШĲƣĦЮЮЮШ
ƣőŸƨŊőШ ŔƣШ ƽŔũũШ ŰĲƻĲƖШ ĤĲШ ƣőĲШ ƚċůĲШ ċƚШ ƣőĲǃШ ċƖĲШШШШШШШ
ĬŔǭĲƖĲŰƣШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚШƽŔƣőШĬŔǭĲƖĲŰƣШŰĲĲĬƚЮШШШxĲƣШƣőĲůШ
őċƻĲШ ĦŸŰƣċĦƣШ ƽŔƣőШ ŰŔĦĲШ ƚċŉĲШ őƨůċŰƚШ ċŰĬШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
ƖĲůĲůĤĲƖШǃŸƨШůċǃШŰŸƣШċũƽċǃƚШĤĲШċĤũĲШƣŸШƚƓŸƣШƣőĲŔƖШ
ĬŔƚƣƖĲƚƚШǃŸƨƖƚĲũŉЮШШ7ƨƣШƣőĲƖĲШŔƚШƚƨĦőШċШũŸƣШƣőċƣШĦċŰШ
ĤĲШ ĬŸŰĲШ ƣőƖŸƨŊőШ ĬŔĲƣЯШ ƚƨƓƓũĲůĲŰƣƚЯШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
ĦŸůƓũĲůĲŰƣċƖǃШ ƖĲůĲĬŔĲƚШ ċŰĬШ őĲċũŔŰŊШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
ċƓƓƖŸċĦőĲƚЮШ Ш Ш fŉШ ǃŸƨШ ƽŸƨũĬШ ũŔťĲШ ƚŸůĲШ ƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШ
ƓũĲċƚĲШŊĲƣШŔŰШƣŸƨĦőЮШШfШƽŸƖťШŸŰШċШĬŸŰċƣŔŸŰШĤċƚŔƚШƚŸШ
ƣőċƣШŰŸШċŰŔůċũШőċƚШƣŸШŊŸШƽŔƣőŸƨƣШőĲũƓЮ 

ƽƽƽЮƣőĲċŰŔůċũőĲċũĲƖЮũŔŉĲ 

ΜΤΤΥΡШΡΞΤΦΤΟ 

 



 

 Garden Allies 
 
The days are getting longer, and in spite of the wet weather weôve been having recently early spring       
flowers have appeared as usual ï Snowdrops and Crocuses, Hellebores and even a few Daffodils are     
telling us that winter is in retreat. Time to think about the coming growing season in the garden, for food or 
flowers. 
 
An eternal question for gardeners ï how to prevent carefully reared and nurtured plants from being eaten 
by garden ñpests.ò Itôs tempting to bring out the chemical killers, but they often donôt just kill the ñpests.ò 
There are many garden creatures who are our allies, and if encouraged will rid us of unwanted garden 
dwellers. These creatures are natural pest control.  So no need to get out the insecticide sprays and poi-
sonous pellets. Here are some garden friends who can do the job naturally. 

 
LADYBIRDS and their larvae eat aphids, (green and black fly), and red spider mites. Each lady-
bird larva will eat up to 5000 aphids. Attract these allies by planting yarrow, alyssum,               
penstemon, fennel, cinquefoil and tansy. 
 
 

PARASITIC WASPS. These don't sting, and lay their eggs on other insects. The larva then 
eats the host. They prey on a variety of insects including caterpillars, sawfly and aphids. 

 
LACEWINGS are insects with long, transparent wings. Their larvae are voracious aphid eaters. 
Lacewings like yarrow, dill, angelica, coriander, cosmos, fennel and dandelion. 
 
 

GROUND BEETLES. Also voracious predators. They like slugs and snails. Like all beetles 
they like places to hide during the day, like leaf litter, log piles or large stones. 

 
HOVERFLIES. These harmless insects, which don't sting, feed on nectar and pollen, and are 
useful pollinators, but their larvae also eat aphids. Plant nectar rich plants for the adults like 
alyssum, marjoram, mallow, poached egg plant, marigold, dill, California poppy (eschscholzia) 
 
 
 

SOLDIER BEETLES like to eat aphids and caterpillars. Plant golden rod, catnip, hydrangeas, 
tansy. 

 
HEDGEHOGS are great slug eaters. They have suffered from the use of slug 
pellets in gardens as they too are poisoned as a result. If you want a hedgehog in your      
garden, don't use them, and make sure that if your garden is fenced there are some places 
where a hedgehog can get in and out. 
 

 

Other creatures pollinate our flowers and crops for free. 
  
BEES. Bumble bees, honey bees and all the 200 plus species of solitary bee pollinate plants. 
Bumble bees and solitary bees will happily live in gardens if they have the right conditions. 
Some live in holes in the soil or lawn or look for small holes to make a nest. Bees like nectar 
and pollen  rich flowers like lavender, marjoram, geranium, foxglove, poppy, rosemary,         
viburnum. They can also be attracted by putting up a "bee hotel" in the garden. 

 
SMALL BIRDS, especially great tits and blue tits consume a huge number of caterpillars in 
the nesting season. A brood of great tits for instance will devour up to 10,000 caterpillars 
before they fledge! (BTO statistic). Help attract these birds into your garden by feeding with 
seeds and nuts through the winter, putting up nest boxes in safe places, and allowing       
caterpillars food plants such as nettles and hawthorn.  
 
THRUSHES like to eat snails. They will choose a place in the garden as an "anvil" to break 
the snail's shell to get at the soft creature inside. Thrushes nest in tall older trees but will visit 
gardens if there is enough for them to eat and cover for them to hide. Thrushes have also 
suffered from the use of slug and snail poisons used in gardens, and are now not as            
numerous as they once were. 
 

Happy natural gardening! 



Rea Valley 

Curlew and Other Birds Survey 

We have been surveying Curlews since 2014.  

The survey area is divided up into 26 2x2 kilometre squares (see the 

map on the Rea Valley Community Wildlife Group website 

www.ShropsCWGs.co.uk).   Participants take on one of the survey 

squares, and make three visits, about 3 hours each, around 1st April,  

1st May and mid-June. 

We need to improve coverage of squares with Curlews. The 7 Curlew 

territories found in 2025 are shown on another map on the website, but we need to cover them more      

thoroughly,  in case any were overlooked in 2025. We need more helpers please. 

The Curlew population appears to have gone down by half since we started in 2014. 

Participants are also requested to mark observations of Lapwing, Kestrel, and Cuckoo, and breeding      

evidence for Red Kites, on their survey maps, but thatôs an optional extra. 

The survey is easy to do. Participants stay on public rights of way, unless landownersô permission is       

obtained to leave them. Simple instructions and a map of the square to record observations are provided, 

and there will be a fieldwork training session for those that want to come on the last weekend in March. 

A meeting will be held at Minsterley Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Monday, 16th March 2026, to consider the 

2025 results in more detail, and make plans for 2026.  All welcome, but itôs not necessary to attend. if you 

intend to come, please email Leo Smith for more information beforehand. 

The results are fed into the Shropshire Ornithological Societyôs Save Our Curlews Campaign.ШSeeШhttps://
www.shropshirebirds.com/index/bird-conservation/save-our-curlews/ 

We need more helpers, please.  

If youôre interested, or want more information,  

email Leo Smith (leo@leosmith.org.uk) or ring 07791 901732 


