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INSTALLATION OF PONTESBURY PLAY AREA 

Working with Sutcliffe Play we now have a schedule to install the new play equipment in the Pontesbury 

Play area.   

Sutcliffe Play have reported to the Parish Council that the building of the equipment at their factory will be 

completed by week commending 13th July 2026. 

The installation will take 2 weeks to complete and the installation of the new equipment will commence on 

Monday 20th July and end Friday 31st July. 

On Monday 20th July Heras fencing will be set up around all the equipment that is going to be replace, and 

all other equipment will still be available to play on.  The Heras fencing is being installed in readiness to  

demolish the wooden structure in the sand and the wooden ship.  Installation team welfare facilities will be 

set up on the grassed area nearer the car park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pontesbury Parish Council are also purchasing new play sand for underneath the rope pyramid and new 

surface dust for the BMX track.  It is hoped this purchase will fit into the timeline with the installation and 

completion of the new play equipment. 

Following completion of the play equipment installation, at the end of the 2 week period, the new equipment 

will need to be inspected by a RoSPA qualified Play Inspection, and hopefully this will take place either on 

Friday 31st July or Monday 3rd August 2026. 

We are currently working towards organising a Play Area Open Day, to take place on Friday 21st August 

from 3pm.  There will be goody bags available, including bubble wands, sweets and water, and we are also 

hoping to get an ice cream van for the day - if any local ice cream traders would like to offer their services, 

please contact Nicki on 07951 205519.  

Weôre all looking forward to an exciting improvement in the Pontesbury Play area, why not come along and 

join us in August, bring along your picnic and celebrate a fantastic job with us. 



 

Pontesbury Parish Council  The June Parish Council Meeting was held in Cruckton Village Hall.  
One of the main purposes of the June meeting is to approve the end of financial year accounts and to 
agree that the proper practices are in place governing how the parish council conducts its business.  
Once approved the information is sent off to the External Auditor (this is a national body who audit local 
councils across England).  Cllr Fletcher wished to thank the Responsible Financial Officer for all her hard 
work over the past financial year.  With such a big council, handling over Ã200,000 budget, and ensuring 
constant value for money for local residents and accountability in spending public funds, this is no small 
task.  Cllrs also agreed a new 3 year contract with a local company to clean the public toilets.  Four     
companies were invited to quote but only 2 companies responded.  The new contract will begin in July.  
It was also agreed that the concrete streetlight poles that are being replaced, would be replaced with     
aluminium poles rather than steel.  The aluminium poles have a lifespan of 60 years as opposed to 25-30 
for steel poles.  
 

Every three years all parish council owned/managed buildings have to be revalued for insurance           
purposes to ensure assets are not undervalued.  This was approved to take place this year before the   

insurance is due for payment at the end of September. 
 

The council Annual Report for 2025-26 is available in this newsletter 
as an overview of all that has been achieved this year.  
 

Concerns over the refuse bins not being emptied was raised.      
Shropshire Council are working to remedy the matter.  It would really 
help if residents can report any bins not being regularly emptied to SC 
using FixMyStreet.  https://improvingyourroads.shropshire.gov.uk/ 
 

Cllrs were invited to visit Nills Hill Quarry & Poles Coppice and see all 
the improvements and nature recovery work being undertaken by 
Shropshire Council.  Please see separate article about these sites and 
better still take a walk up to look around at all the work and the new 
interpretation boards. 
 

Cllr Wallace Johnson (Pontesbury Ward) has stepped down.  The  
parish council would like to thank Cllr Wallace Johnson for her hard 
work and input especially helping with nature recovery work and the 
planters at The Pavilion.  This means that there are currently three 
vacancies (one vacancy for the Cruckton Ward and two for             
Pontesbury Ward)   Please contact the Clerk if you are interested in 
putting yourself forward and joining the parish council team.  
clerk@pontesbury-pc.gov.uk 
 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 13th July at 
6.30pm at Habberley Village Hall. 
 

The next Planning Committee meeting will be held on Monday 6th July 
at 6.30pm at the Pavilion.  Please contact Deputy Clerk                  
deputy@pontesburypc.org.uk if you would like to attend and/or raise 
any issues & hear about the diversion of Footpath 10Y. 
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If you would like to place an article or 

advert in the Pontesbury Parish 

Newsletter, please get in touch with: 

deputy@pontesbury-pc.gov.uk. 

Adverts are different costs depending 

upon size and where you live or 

where your business is. 

Rea Valley Probus Club  

All meetings are at Arscott Golf Club, on the second Wednesday of 
each month at 1pm.  For further information and contact details 

please visit our website, www.reavalleyprobus.org.uk.   

Next meetings: 8th July & 12th August 2026 
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 We hope to see you for 

óGet Creative Groupô:  

at The Pavilion from 11am to 1pm on 

Mondays 6th & 20th July & 3rd & 17th August 2026 

Drinks and biscuits are provided and there is no charge.   

Bring along any project you are working on and have a chat with fellow creators.    

Everyone welcome. 

Pavilion News 
July & August 2026 - 
Whatôs On 

Pontesbury Carers Support Group  
Friday 24th July &  

Friday 31st August 2026 
Wƻƛƴ us in a relaxed and informal meeting 
where we share information and chat with a 
cuppa and cake, starting 10.30am.  Itôs all free 
with experts on hand to answer questions. 

 

Pontesbury Dementia Support Group 
Alternate Wednesdays in the Pavilion 

  8th & 22nd July and 5th & 19th August  2026  

- Time: 2-4pm 

Please call the Age UK Shrewsbury office on 01743 

233123 and ask for the Wellbeing Team, you must 

pre-book to come along to this group. 

News from the Library Summer 2026  This yearôs 

Summer Reading Challenge officially launches in 

Shropshire Libraries on Saturday 18th July. The 

Friends are supporting us this year with craft events, 

the first being crafting musical instruments. See the 

FoPL poster for details. More information about 

óRead to the Beatô can be found using the QR code 

below. Pop into the library when we are open and 

sign up this summer. 

Looking forward to pleasant dry weather this summer 

and spending time outside, the Pavilion has a patio 

which is available to use. Sit for a while and read sat 

outside on the benches, bring a snack or even lunch 

to eat on the picnic table.  

Borrow Box has been very popular since its launch, 

but did you know we also have free access to 

Pressreader. Thousands of newspapers and           

magazines available on the App, you just need your 

library card and PIN. 

We look forward to   

seeing you this        

summer, we have so 

much more than books 

to  offer.  Join the      

Shropshire Library 

The library owl  



 



Coffee Morning - The Coffee Mornings are taking a break for the summer, so there 
will be no coffee morning in July or August and the next coffee morning will take 
place on Friday 11th September at 11.00am.   

News & Events 

July 2026 

Future Events    For all upcoming events & updates please view our Facebook page. 

DEADLINE for September 2026 issue is:   Friday 14th August 2026 

Menôs Club meet twice a month in the Pavilion. We play cards, dominoes, chess, 
etc, etc, and most of all we have a chat. 
If you are interested contact Rob Davies on 07720 010353 

Reaching out to older residents 

The rising cost of living affects everyone, but  

older people have transport needs and must rely 

on more expensive local shops. A third of people 

over 60 years only have their state pension as 

an income.  There is a higher-than-average number of older residents in the Rea Valley.  We 

donôt want people to skip meals or cut down, when our Foodbank offer is a free top up to a basic 

shop.  

You choose what items you need, we will try to meet your needs, and you can come once, every 

week or when you need to. We know that older people donôt like asking for help, but we want to 

make it as easy as possible for people to use our Foodbank, so you can come along with a   

neighbour or relative or be accompanied by one of our friendly volunteers - the majority are retired 

too.  

There are quieter times when we are open and tea, coffee and chat if you wish. Itôs just one step 

away to get referred. 

If you are concerned about an older relative, friend or neighbour you can contact us on their      

behalf or drop in and talk to our volunteers when the Food bank is open.  You are welcome to 

come along with them and stay for a cuppa and chat. 

Get referred by your local clergy, GP practice, housing provider or other      
support agency or call for a chat with Rev Greg Smith 07902 794653, email: 
reavalleyfoodbank@gmail.com.   
 
See our website www.reavalleyfoodbank.co.uk Getting Help page. 

ACTION NEEDED: all regular financial    

donors need to change their payments to 

our new bank account.  Please also     

complete and return a Gift Aid Form.  See 

www.reavalleyfoodbank.co.uk donating 

page, or contact our Treasurer, Jonathan 

Brown 07497 142 485 or email:                   

reavalleyfoodbank@gmail.com  

Thank you for your support, itôs much 

appreciated 

mailto:reavalleyfoodbank@gmail.com
http://www.reavalleyfoodbank.co.uk
http://www.reavalleyfoodbank.co.uk
mailto:reavalleyfoodbank@gmail.com


July and August Services 
Pontesbury Baptist Church 
www.pontesburybaptist.co.uk 

 

We have services twice every Sunday ï at 10:30 am and 
6:30 pm ï where we sing hymns of worship, hear the  
Bible read, pray, and listen as Godôs Word is preached. 

 
 Morning Service     Evening Service 

5th Jul 1030 Mike Wells  6.30 Mike Wells    
12th July 1030 Rod Ward  6.30 No Service    
19th July 1030 Martin Wells 6.30 Rob Jack  
26th July 1030 Mike Wells  6:30 Mike Wells 

 
2nd Aug 10:30 Mike Wells  No 6.30 service in 
       August 
9th Aug 10:30 Rob Jack   
16th Aug 10:30 Mike Wells   
23rd Aug 10:30 Mike Wells  
30th Aug 10:30 Mike Wells  
 

Everyone of all ages is very welcome! You donôt have to 
book ahead, and thereôs no dress-code - please just 
come as you are. We run a creche for toddlers and a 
Sunday School for children aged 11 and under during 
our morning service. 
 

In addition, every service is streamed live via our church 
website, and recordings of previous sermons are       
available on the website and our YouTube channel. 

 

If youôd like more information, please email:                  
info@pontesburybaptist.co.uk 

Methodist services for Jul & Aug 
 

5th July  with Rev Brian Spencer 
12th July  with Church Members 
19th July  with Rev Richard Hall to inc Holy  
          Communion 
26th July  with Mr Wes Morris 
2nd August with Dr John Woolley 
9th August  with Church Members 
16th August with Rev Sheila MacInally 
23rd August with Mrs Helen Pearson 
30th August with Rev S MacNeil Cooper to inc 
          Holy Communion 
 
All services at 10.45 am 

St. Georgeôs Church 
www.st-george.org.uk 
 
 

ÉĲƖƻŔĦĲƚШċŰĬШċĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚШŉŸƖШsƨũǃШΞΜΞΣ 
 

ΡƣőШШ ΝΜаΟΜШċů cŸũǃШ9ŸůůƨŰŔŸŰ 
Τƣő ΞЮΟΜƓůШШШ ÑĲċШÉĲƖƻŔĦĲ 
ΦƣőШШ ΟЮΟΜƓůШШ ~ĲƚƚǃШ9őƨƖĦő 
ΝΞƣő ΝΜаΟΜШċůШ ~ŸƖŰŔŰŊШìŸƖƚőŔƓШƽŔƣőŸƨƣШ  
   9ŸůůƨŰŔŸŰЮШ9őŔũĬƖĲŰќƚШ9őƨƖĦőШШШ 
ΝΦƣőШ ΝΜаΟΜШċůШ cŸũǃШ9ŸůůƨŰŔŸŰШċŰĬШ9őŔũĬƖĲŰќƚШ
   9őƨƖĦőШ 
ΞΣƣőШ ΝΜЮΟΜċůШШ ũũШ ŊĲШ[ċůŔũǃШìŸƖƚőŔƓ 

 

ÑĲċШ7ƖĲċťШĲƻĲƖǃШìĲĬŰĲƚĬċǃШΞ-ΠƓů 
9ŸǭĲĲШÉƣŸƓШĲƻĲƖǃШ[ƖŔĬċǃШΝΜ-ΝΞŰŸŸŰЮ 

9őƨƖĦőШÉĲƖƻŔĦĲƚШѼШEƻĲŰƣƚШ-ШsƨũǃШѼШ ƨŊƨƚƣШΞΜΞΣ 

PONTESBURY CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH SERVICES  
 

July 
5th July 10am  The Deacons. 
12th July  10am  Rev. Debbie Martin. 
19th July  10am  Wesley Morris. 
26th July  10am  Rev. Debbie Martin. 
 
August 
2nd August  10am The Deacons. 
9th August  10am Rev. Debbie Martin. 
16th August 10am TBA. 
23rd August 10am Rev. Debbie Martin. 
3oth August  10am 5th Sunday Service, Rev. 
    Debbie Martin 
 

Wednesday's at 10.30am Coffee and Chat. 
 

Everyone Welcome 

http://www.st-george.org.uk/
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/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ нлнр-нс 

Four new councillors (Cllrs Moss, Wallace-Johnson, 
Jones and Day)  joined the parish council in May 2025.  
They each bring a wealth of professional experience and 
strong individual skills which will benefit the parish    
council enormously.  I would like to thank them for all 
their  efforts during the last year, and their enthusiasm in  
learning how to be a councillor and contributing to the 
existing team.  Thank you also to the other councillors 
who continue to work hard in support of their local       
communities.  Thanks as always to our experienced staff team of Clerk,    
Deputy Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer all having worked in the Town 
& Parish Council sector for more than fifteen years.  Thanks also to Anna, 
much-loved and hard-working public face of The Pavilion.  Please see the  
report below on the continuing success of this well-used community building. 
It has really come into its own in supporting people through these difficult 
times as well as delivering some great cultural opportunities for the local   
community. 

Highlights of the year for me have been the continued partnership working to 

bring about benefits for the community such as: working with adjoining       

parishes on combatting speeding and enhancing biodiversity; the  local      

policing team, Shropshire Library Service / Friends Of Pontesbury Library to 

enable the continuation of the community library and working with various 

Shropshire Council departments to research flood alleviation measures.  I am 

also delighted to see the refurbishment of the much valued public toilets    

completed.   
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07379 965759  
Cllr Michelle Trow 
07967 308910 
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Habberley Ward 
Cllr John Pritchard 
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Plealey Ward 
Cllr Roger Evans  ̄
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Cllr Graham Moss 
07980 792985  
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Cllr Duncan Fletcher 
(Chairman)              
01743 792000 
Cllr Nick Hignett      
(Vice Chair)            
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Cllr Douglas Jones 
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Parish Council Staŀ email addresses 
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Another wonderful project this year was working with Pontesbury Primary School and the Pontesbury   
Climate Emergency Action Group to create two new wildflower mini-meadows.  It was great to work with 
such enthusiasm from staff and pupils alike. Every class in the school helped to plant the wildflower plugs. 
It is so important to see the next generation taking an interest in decision making and activities to help       
nature recover in the parish. 

The Parish newsletter continues to be a highly regarded source of local news and a big thank you to the 
hard working team of volunteers who co-ordinate delivery of the newsletter and to Deputy Clerk, Nicki 
Young for successfully editing the newsletter. 

Thank you also, to all of the families who got involved in helping to choose the replacement equipment for 
the play area.  This valuable facility should be up and running its new form early in the summer holidays. 

We sadly said goodbye to our grounds maintenance contractors who due to ill health had to stop work.  
We have now let the new three year contract to another small family company who had worked with our 
previous contractors.   

Community Grants: Grants have been awarded this year towards:  

¶ The upkeep of Poles Coppice  

¶ Remembrance wreath  

¶ P3 group for tools 

¶ The provision of a defibrillator for Plealey 

¶ Wildflower meadow creation project with Pontesbury Primary School 

¶ Rea Valley Green Day for publicity of/engagement with the event 

¶ A shed for Pontesbury Primary School 

¶ A noticeboard for Lea Cross 
 

Looking forward to 2026-27é.. Unfortunately Cllr Louise Jones had to stand down in April 2026 and 

Cllrs Davies and Wallace Johnson in May/June 2026, the council thanks them for all of their hard work 
and contributions. There are currently three vacancies in the parish council team.  If you would be        
interested in joining this ambitious, hard-working team to make a difference in your local area, please   
contact the Clerk. 

We look forward to seeing the refurbished play area and we are working hard to replace the outdated  
concrete streetlight poles with aluminium ones which give a 60 year lifespan. Watch out for a new notice-
boards in Cruckmeole/Lea Cross and a new bench in Cruckton. 
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Full Financial Information can be found at https://www.pontesbury-pc.gov.uk/parish-accounts-2025-26 

Copies of the Pontesbury Parish newsletter can be found at: https://www.pontesbury-pc.gov.uk/

pontesbury-newsletter 

! 

Pontesbury Parish Council 2025-2026 

Expenditure Against Budget (excl. reserves) 

Note A:  Public Toilet Refurbishment was largely funded from an earmarked reserve, not from the annual budget, 

which is why the column is showing a larger red segment. 
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The Pavilion Community Hub & Library 

www.pontesburypavilion.co.uk/ 

 

Pontesbury Pavilion & Community Hub has had another busy year, more and more groups and individuals 

are wanting to hire spaces for groups, use the meeting room for meetings. 1:1 private appointments and             

exhibitions.  It is really lovely to come to work to a bustling and vibrant community building.  

There were a total of 496 bookings in FY 2025-2026, broken down to the following:   

Meeting Room: 234 bookings 

Main Room : 219 bookings  

Bistro Area:  43 bookings 

There were also 36 

weeks of exhibitions 

hung in the Meeting 

Room throughout the 

year.   

Income for the Pavilion is generated through: 

¶ Room Hire, which totalled Ã5,896 for the 2025-26 FY, in comparison to Ã5,875 for FY 2024-25, so 

slightly raised   

¶ PCC hire of offices for the Local Policing Team = Ã4,000 

¶ Shropshire Council Library  Licence = Ã5,000 

¶ PCC Service Charge for 2025-2026 = Ã10,800 - estimated 

¶ SMART Export Guarantee Income = Ã734.62 
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Expenditure throughout the year also varies, but large sums are annually spent on the following: 

¶ Business Rates = Ã16.092.75 

¶ H&S Testing & Planned Maintenance = Ã2,730.93, unplanned H&S matters = Ã1,673.75 

¶ Heating & Lighting = Ã2,248.38, which should reduce FY 2026-27 due to the solar panels 

¶ Pavilion Repairs = Ã3,489.19 
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SMART Export Energy  As you probably read in last yearsô Pavilion Annual Report, we were lucky enough 
to get some funding and installed solar panels on the roof of the Pavilion.  This has proved a really good 
decision, especially due to the wonderfully sunny summer last year.  But é.. and this is a very big but é.. 
getting registered for SMART Export Energy took patience to another level.  Yet, perseverance won, and 
Pontesbury Parish Council (& the Pavilion) is now registered to receive payments for energy we export to 
the grid.  At the time of writing I can let you know that the Pavilion electricity costs have almost halved, 
good news all round and we have received the sum of Ã734.62 for exporting energy to the Grid.   

The Pavilion Maintenance Programme continues annually, but there have been some additional          

expenditure this year: 

Repainting the Meeting Room, due to the extensive use of the meeting room, the paintwork was looking 
tired, so the Council agreed to spend funds on repainting this room to give it a fresh look for 2025.  Again 
after a year of extensive use and, unfortunately, some groups not following guidance about sticking items 
on the wall, we are painting the room once again in the first quarter of 2026.  But, the Parish Council         
recognises that the building is well used and therefore such uplifting maintenance is required. 

Water Boiler - another unexpected expense was the need to replace the water boiler in the kitchen in 
2025.  Pontesbury Parish Council wish to thank all the groups that had to wait a littler longer for their     
kettles to boil for refreshments, we very much appreciate you bearing with us. 

Pontesbury Festival - well done to all who organised the Pontesbury Festival, especially the writing                   

competition and the performers of their pieces in the Pavilion - it was a magnificent weekend for the                    

community of Pontesbury. 

Clothes Bank - working in partnership with the Coop Store and Leukaemia &  Myeloma             

Research UK, the Parish Council have brokered a clothes bank in  Pontesbury to raise 

funding for the research of leukaemia and myeloma.  This is a well-used facility and in       

recent months extra collections have been requested.  Thank you to all the generous peo-

ple of Pontesbury for your donations.  

Sadly, one of the Pavilionôs regular hirers, a group who have been here since the beginning, 

have had to give up running their group due to lack of funding.  The Sea Change Trustôs Early 

Years Projects provide much needed therapeutic support for new parents or carers and their 

babies and toddlers. Their community-based Early Intervention services offered a safe, non-

judgmental space where families could connect, share experiences, and access expert help 

alongside lots of fun as well (of course).   

Parish Council staff have been working with Sea Change Trust workers to assist with identifying              

alternative funding streams.  Hopefully, weôll welcome Sea Change Trust back to the Pavilion soon. 


