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Dangerous
Miracle

Join Liam for an engaging, accessible talk
on his new book exploring how antibiotics
transformed medicine - and why their
future is at risk.

No scientific backgroud required!

from Hignetts, Pontesbury

TICKETS £ 1 O Library and TicketSource

Raising funds to support Pontesbury Library

Book of the Week -
September 2025
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At Pontesbury Pavilion we want to put on an
exhibition of framed gig, music, theatre or film
posters, just to show the diversity of interest in our
community These posters can be
works of art in their own right,

hopefully you’d like to be involved.
I Getin touch with Nicki, deputy@
pontesbury-pc.gov.uk to let her

know you're interested.




Polar Journeys
Thanks to everyone who flocked to this sell-out

fund-raiser and bought raffle tickets! Ben
Osborne shared a brilliant, amusing and
personal take on journeying to both polar
regions, with stunning visuals. It was a real
treat and a great community event, special
thanks to Ben and all the organisers.

Christmas in the Library

Christmas decorations of snowflakes and
cheery robins were created by local children,
at crafting workshops and sent in by Longden
and Pontesbury CE Primary Schools. A big
thank you to all for their beautiful
contributions. They reflect C.S. Lewis’s well-
loved book The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe. This was read to children across 4
sessions in December, heralding the 2026

National Year of Reading promoting reading
for pleasure.

Coffee Mornings

December & January coffee mornings were
well attended, despite wintry weather.

Lottery winners were:

December

1°* Doreen Thomas, 36
2"! Susie Osbourne, 59 2"¢ M. Roberts, 190
3 Doreen Thomas, 35 3™ Andrew Hill, 97

Bonus Maggie Challoner, 29

Coffee mornings and Lottery Draw are held
every first Saturday in the month, and the next
one is February 7th, 10.30-12.30. Forms to join
the Lottery are available at the library and on
the FOPL website.

January
1°* Gill Scriven, 177
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The King’s Award
for Voluntary Service

Chip it for Charity

Regretfully, Storm Goretti’s heavy snowfall
meant we had to cancel this popular event at
short notice. Many thanks to Janet Walsh for
having organised it so well again, to those who
saved your trees, and a special thanks to Ben
at Wood Matters for trying so hard to make it
work - the weather was against us.

Further dates for your Diary!

Children’s Craft Workshop:
resruary  Thursday 19 February, 2.00-4.00pm,
'9 Pavilion. All children welcome to this

Presentation of King’s Award
for Voluntary Service (KAVS):
Saturday 7 March, 10.30-12.30,
Pavilion.

half-term event, with an adult.

A very special coffee morning, culminating
in a visit by The Lord Lieutenant of
Shropshire, Anna Turner. She will be
presenting FOPL volunteers with our
engraved KAVS Crystal and Certificate
from the King. We hope that all our valued
regular customers will join us for this
celebration, delicious home-made cakes
and hot drinks available as usual.

{m Talk: Dangerous Miracle

Saturday 14 March, 7.30pm,
1 Pavilion.

We are delighted to welcome local
writer and Oxford biologist Liam Shaw,
introducing his acclaimed new book on the
history and future of antibiotics. Tickets £10:
Hignetts, the library and TicketSource - see
poster elsewhere in this issue for full details.

Plant Sale:

’m Saturday 2 May, 10.30-12.30,

Pavilion.

2 This is advance notice of a favourite
annual event, in conjunction with
Pontesbury’s Green Day. It’s not too soon to
begin planning - think seed sowing, cuttings
and plant-divisions, please!

Thank you to everyone who supports our precious Community Library
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Rev Fergus Butler-Gallie
talking on his new book
‘12 Churches’

With his trademark reverence and revelry, The Revd. Fergus Butler-Gallie
travels through time and place to get to the heart of the religion he is so
passionate about.

Twelve Churches is a quest for a new people's history of Christianity, told
through the stories of twelve churches scattered across the globe. Through
a patchwork of interlinking and varied human stories, Butler-Gallie takes us

on a physical and historical journey, exploring the role of hope, faith and
beauty in Christianity, but also its fraught relationships with sex, viol
and power.

The story of Christianity is, he shows, the story of our modern world: it's a
story of who we should be, as well who we sometimes are.

FREE ENTRY - BOOK SIGNING - LIGHT REFRESHMENTS
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St George’s Church

5 February, 2026
Pontesbury SY5 OPP
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http://www.st-george.org.uk/

Tom Basden, Sian Clifford, Tim Key, Carey Mulligan

The Ballad Of Wallis
Island

An eccentric lottery winner, who lives alone on a remote island, dreams of get-
ting his favourite musicians back together. His fantasy turns into reality when the
bandmates and former lovers accept his invitation to play a private show at his
home on Wallis Island. Old tensions resurface as Charles tries desperately to sal-
vage his dream gig.

Habberley Village | Friday Tickets

Hall 13 February Standard: £6.00

SY50TP 730 pm
Enquiries: 07977127161 - -
Doors open 7pm. FILM AND FISH & CHIPS SPECIAL! Tick- *FLICKS =
etwith food is £15 - a complete night out! Food served 7pm - -
sharp. Please pre-order by calling 07977127161 by midday - IN THE -

<STICKS =

arty N - -
alive W G

Information and Tickets at www.artsalive.co.uk

Mary Webb School,
Pontesbury

Pontesburil
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13 miles of megning!

"

Take part in our sponsored
13-mile hill walk
Sigh up now
& support your local hospice!
severnhospice.org.uk/events
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Cancer Support

February
21st & 22nd
2026

Winsley Hall, Westbury, SY5 9HB
10:30am - 4pm

CAKES AND REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE

DOGS ON LEADS WELCOME

£5 ENTRY PER PERSON
(UNDER 12S GO FREE)

TICKETS AVAILABLE ON THE GATE
AND IN ADVANCE
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Christmas at PontesbAtyhBPugmaamy!| Ethbel del ayed, I wanted
fantastic our school Christmases are.
Our youngest children | earnt and performed a nativity fi
have to remind myself, when watching such a fabulous per
age and our oldest are only 7 and theyupmelreWallll ddbile tto
OQur ol der children visited St George's Church for a Caro
They did a brilliant job in acting this out and the rest
especially loved singing 'Merry Christmas Everyone' at t
This Christmas, we have tried to get out and about in th
visited the PCC at the Plough, the Pontesbury WI and i
nativities.
I n school, our | ast week often focuses on a Design and T
Christmas cards with electric circuits in them, mittens
We want ed o say a BI G thank you to our Friends group, M
around the Tree fundraiser.' Thank you to Arscott Farm
recommend) . As i f that wasn't enough, we also managed t
has a series of questions to answer on the | earning they
Reception: What is subitising?
Year 1: Jesus told special stories that we can |l earn fro
Year 2: How many days did the Great Fire of London | ast?
Y e a3r What are the 3 eras of the Stone age called and an
Year 4: Which Gods make up the Hindu Trimurti?
Year 5: Name the planets in order.
Year 6: Which river passes through 10 different European
I nspiringWeauehroer vi sited by Michael We Cmegrté yalwhoi ritsriaguded
Mi chael, who is registeernm mémody &md hasmmilteadr hiomg di f fi
chall enges to achieve his goal to become an author We a
completed the London Marathon and won a gold medal in sw
He has great determination and his message was simple: s
beyond what you think you're capable of This ties real/l
We are very thankful to Michael for gifting our children
story and his books are available on his website just Go
School Usfitetunately, over the Christmas break, we had so
read or seen our previous entries to the magazine, we ha
children. Sadly, the trespassers were 'messing around’ w
want to keep our site safe and functioning for all of ou
rt
REA VALLEY REA VALLEY
COMMUNITY COMMUNITY
WILDLIFE GROUP WILDLIFE GROUP y

MARVELLOUS MOSSES - SATURDAY
7™ FEBRUARY

Join us as we shrink into the
wonderful world of bryophytes!
Discover the intricate world of mosses
and liverworts at an upcoming
bryology event featuring expert
bryologist Dan Wrench. This session
offers a unique opportunity to explore
the biodiversity of an often-
overlooked species in their natural

habitat.
Meet: Pontesford Hill Car Park
10am - 1pm
This event is free, but
donations are welcome h ]
Pre-booking is essential as ‘
Shropshire
spaces limited. email: Tl
ational
reavalleycwg@gmail.com  Landscape
@ Focebook e JOIN US
www.facebook.com/groups/ & TODAY!

reavalleycwg

More Information
www.shropscwgs.org.uk/rea
-valley-wildlife-group/

Email: reavalleycwg@gmail.com
[orre

Active and vibrant Whatsapp
group also available

LDLIFE GROUP

MONTHLY WALKS : 2026

Join our friendly Rea Valley Community Wildlife Group at our monthly local walks -
providing an opportunity to discover local flora and fauna together.

Free to attend and no booking required.

/ sun18™ Jan [ Sat 14" Feb \ [ ‘sun 15" Mar [ Sat 18™ Apr )
10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - Ipm 10am - 1pm
Stapeley Snailbeach Earls Hill Gatten
Saunter Woods Lope v
Walkabout omp
Mitchell’s Fold Car , Pontesford Hill Car Gatton Daffodil Car
Park Snailbeach Car Park Park Park
cabbages. updme.quantiy Qorks.plemg.ecolog\s!/ ngmal.owns.(mnscmbes \\hedge.sca\es.freshesy
Sun 17" May )/ Sat 20" Jun  / sun 19" Jul \/” Sat 15" Aug )
10am - Ipm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm
Buxton Hill Minsterley Hinton Hike Pulverbatch
Stroll Mooch Plod
Viewpoint Car Station Road Car
Park Tankerville On street, Minsterley Park, Pontesbury Pulverbatch Car Park
games.cheeses strongman, &nush hcrshfuc!ories/ \\irri(cledvsw'\it.freedoy @glednsbehef.hwsewy
Sun 20" Sep /Sut 7 Oct\ /e Sun 15" Nov\ i Sat 12 Dec\
10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm
The Hollies Hope Valley Eastridge Stiperstones
Bimble Amble Excursion Stomp
T " Hope Valley Nutu;e Eastridge Wood Car Stiperstgneﬁ Inn Car
Snailbeach Car Parl Reserve Car Par| Park arl
worlksp\enty.eco\oglst Qovemven(s ankle.| Iog/ Quzzards S’\’:Formsswy %odsgrownup.overdoy
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