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Help Us Create the Play Area You Want!

The Parish Council are currently working on a project to replace old and unused items in the play
area off Station Road. There is a decent amount of funding to create something special, to
install play equipment for juniors and seniors, whilst also enhancing the toddler area.

Due to ongoing vandalism,
ageing and wood rot, it has
been decided to remove the
pirate ship from the play area.
Over the last few years the
Parish Council have spent
£100s replacing wood and
fixing problems. This item will
be replaced with something
with the same play value.

The wooden structure within
the sand pit is now over 20 years old and it is proposed to put a rope
net pyramid climber in this area.

The Parish Council have asked 5 play equipment companies to come
along and consult with you, to provide pictures of their proposed
designs so that you can help us choose.

This consultation will take place on Friday 13th
March 2026, from 12 noon until 4pm in the
Pavilion. Please come along during the afternoon
and after school to have a look and choose your
favourite pieces of equipment.

Following this date, the play company designs will
be on display for the following 2 weeks in the
Pavilion, with comment papers for you to let us
know your thoughts. Coloured copies of the newsletter can be read at

www.pontesbury-pc.gov.uk/pontesbury-

lett
People from outside the Parish are interested in pes ool

what’s going on in our vibrant parish, so please bring - -
your newsletter back to the Pavilion to be reread. DEADLINE for March 2026 issue is:

Many thanks Friday 13th February 2026




Pontesbury Parish Council At the January meeting Councillors set the budget and the precept
level for 2026-27. The precept will be £234,000 which is a 10% rise on last year’s precept. (approx. 30p/
week increase on a Band D property). There are some significant costs this year involved in replacing old
concrete streetlight columns and a contribution towards the essential replacement of certain play area
equipment as illustrated in the article on the front page.

We hope to open the newly refurbished public toilets at the beginning of February and we think you will
agree that they are much improved. We have built in greater security measures which we hope will
protect this much valued public facility. Thank you for your patience during the closure of the toilets.

At the meeting councillors approved a grant of £800 towards storage for equipment used in valuable out-
door play activities at Pontesbury Primary School.

The council is also working with the primary school and the Pontesbury Climate Emergency Action Group
on an exciting wildflower mini-meadow project in the village. Children and families will be planting up
wildflower plugs and seeds, growing them on and then at the Pontesbury Green Day event on 2nd May
they will plant out the seedlings to create the mini-meadow. This will showcase how much even small
changes in the way we garden can help towards nature recovery locally. The council is very excited to be
working on a project involving the younger residents in the village.

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 9th February at 6.30pm at The Pavilion, Hall
Bank.
The next Planning Committee meeting will be held on Monday 2nd

Contents: February at 6.30pm at the Pavilion. Please contact Deputy Clerk
Pg1 -Play Area Consultation deputy@pontesburypc.org.uk if you would like to attend.
Pg2 - P.ontesbury e Welcome to 2026, the National Year of Reading. The theme is ‘Go All In’.

- Library Owl

- Rea Valley Probus Club There will be lots of events and promotions, supported by libraries and schools,

- Funeral Announcement delivered by the National Literacy trust. The aim is to promote the joy of reading in
Pg 3 -What's On @ The Pavilion all forms and how it fits into all hobbies and interests. We hope to have a few local

events in Pontesbury, but I’'m sure you can tell from the FoPL piece, they have a

- Request for old gig posters . .
very busy schedule this spring.

- Dangerous Miracle talk
The Thursday afternoon slots have proved very popular during the school holidays.

Pg 4 - Friends of Pontesbury
There will be another ‘Crafting with Gill’ at half term.

Library
| always think of February as the month of poetry and love, this will be reflected by

Pg 5 - Community Good
the book collections and themes. Fancy a book with a red cover?

Neighbours
- A Welcome Brew Don’t forget to follow FoPL on Facebook and Instagram, where they keep you up to

Pg 6 - Church services/events date with activities and any news or nice photos from the library.

Pg 7 - Habberley Film Night
- Bowling Club Bingo Nights
=% The library Owl.

- Pontesbury Potter

- Snowdrop Walk
- Plant a tree on Pontesfor|_|diII Rea VaIIey Probus Club
Pg 8 - Rea Valley Wildlife Group
Pontesbury Primary School
Pg 9 - Pontesbury Green Day
- Litter Letter 1 Next meeting: 11th February 2026
-u3a
Pg 10 - Animal Healer
- Pontesbury Women’s Club
- Pontesbury WI
- West Shrop Flower Club

Pg 11 - Sports & Activities
Pg 12-15 Adverts
Pg 16 - Dates for your diary

All meetings are at Arscott Golf Club, on the second Wednesday of
each month at 1pm. For further information and contact details
please visit our website, www.reavalleyprobus.org.uk.

Our dear Mother, Grandmother and Great Grandmother
Kathleen Farmer passed away on 11th January 2026 in
Shrewsbury Hospital.

Her funeral is at Worthen Church on Monday 9th February at
11.00 a.m.

Please email edwinatj@hotmail.co.uk if you wish to attend
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Pavilion News
February 2026 - What’s On

AN
the PAVILION

We hope to see you for

‘Get Creative Group’:

at The Pavilion from 11am to 1pm on
Monday 2nd & 16th February 2026

Drinks and biscuits are provided and there is no charge.
Bring along any project you are working on and have a chat with fellow creators.

Everyone welcome.

f‘ Shropshire
Telford & Wrekin

<,
Pontesbury Dementia Support Group
Alternate Wednesdays in the Pavilion

4th & 18th February 2026 - Time: 2-4pm

Pontesbury Carers Support
Group
Friday 27th February 2026

Join us in a relaxed and informal meeting
where we share information and chat with a
cuppa and cake, starting 10.30am. It’s all free
with experts on hand to answer questions.

PRESENTS LOCAL
ACCLAIMED WRITER &
OXFORD BIOLOGIST

LIAM SHAW

Saturday
14 March

7:00 for 7:30 pm

Pontesbury Pavilion,
Hall Bank, SY5 ORF

Dangerous
Miracle

Join Liam for an engaging, accessible talk
on his new book exploring how antibiotics
transformed medicine - and why their
future is at risk.

The King’s Award

o

September 2025

No scientific backgroud required!

from Hignetts, Pontesbury

TICKETS £ 1 O Library and TicketSource

Raising funds to support Pontesbury Library

for Voluntary Service
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Book of the Week -

h Sea Change Trust runa
FREE therapist-led Family Drop-In
support group at the Pavilion

SeaChangeTrust ©ommunity Hub and Library in
Pontesbury on Wednesdays between 10-12
(term-time only). All caregivers and their children
under 5 are welcome. Meet other families with
young children and talk to our team of parent
infant specialists whilst the children play .

by

At Pontesbury Pavilion we want to put on an

Unfortunately
there will be no
RHYME TIME
during February.

exhibition of framed gig, music, theatre or film
posters, just to show the diversity of interest in our
community These posters can be
works of art in their own right,
hopefully you’d like to be involved.
Get in touch with Nicki, deputy@
pontesbury-pc.gov.uk to let her

know you're interested.

Posters go on display in April 2026.




Polar Journeys
Thanks to everyone who flocked to this sell-out

fund-raiser and bought raffle tickets! Ben
Osborne shared a brilliant, amusing and
personal take on journeying to both polar
regions, with stunning visuals. It was a real
treat and a great community event, special
thanks to Ben and all the organisers.

Christmas in the Library

Christmas decorations of snowflakes and
cheery robins were created by local children,
at crafting workshops and sent in by Longden
and Pontesbury CE Primary Schools. A big
thank you to all for their beautiful
contributions. They reflect C.S. Lewis’s well-
loved book The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe. This was read to children across 4
sessions in December, heralding the 2026

National Year of Reading promoting reading
for pleasure.

Coffee Mornings

December & January coffee mornings were
well attended, despite wintry weather.

Lottery winners were:

December

1°* Doreen Thomas, 36
2"! Susie Osbourne, 59 2"¢ M. Roberts, 190
3 Doreen Thomas, 35 3™ Andrew Hill, 97

Bonus Maggie Challoner, 29

Coffee mornings and Lottery Draw are held
every first Saturday in the month, and the next
one is February 7th, 10.30-12.30. Forms to join
the Lottery are available at the library and on
the FOPL website.

January
1°* Gill Scriven, 177

FROM FRIENDS OF "‘"‘;i":::'é*{:::'g-z::'z:’w
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The King’s Award
for Voluntary Service

Chip it for Charity

Regretfully, Storm Goretti’s heavy snowfall
meant we had to cancel this popular event at
short notice. Many thanks to Janet Walsh for
having organised it so well again, to those who
saved your trees, and a special thanks to Ben
at Wood Matters for trying so hard to make it
work - the weather was against us.

Further dates for your Diary!

Children’s Craft Workshop:
resruary  Thursday 19 February, 2.00-4.00pm,
'9 Pavilion. All children welcome to this

Presentation of King’s Award
for Voluntary Service (KAVS):
Saturday 7 March, 10.30-12.30,
Pavilion.

half-term event, with an adult.

A very special coffee morning, culminating
in a visit by The Lord Lieutenant of
Shropshire, Anna Turner. She will be
presenting FOPL volunteers with our
engraved KAVS Crystal and Certificate
from the King. We hope that all our valued
regular customers will join us for this
celebration, delicious home-made cakes
and hot drinks available as usual.

{m Talk: Dangerous Miracle

Saturday 14 March, 7.30pm,
1 Pavilion.

We are delighted to welcome local
writer and Oxford biologist Liam Shaw,
introducing his acclaimed new book on the
history and future of antibiotics. Tickets £10:
Hignetts, the library and TicketSource - see
poster elsewhere in this issue for full details.

Plant Sale:

’m Saturday 2 May, 10.30-12.30,

Pavilion.

2 This is advance notice of a favourite
annual event, in conjunction with
Pontesbury’s Green Day. It’s not too soon to
begin planning - think seed sowing, cuttings
and plant-divisions, please!

Thank you to everyone who supports our precious Community Library




News & Events
Pontesbury & Rea Valley District Fe b rua ry 2 02 6

Future Events Foral upcoming events & updates please view our Facebook page.

Coffee Morning - at the Plough Inn are Friday 13th February and Friday 13th March start
time 10.30 till 11.45.

Good Neighbours Community Luncheons are Friday 27th February and Friday 27th March
start 11.45 & finish 13.00 at Pontesbury Public Hall. Tickets can be purchased at the coffee
mornings or Hignetts. The luncheons do not run after March as we all go into Spring with hope-
fully better weather!

YEARLY ROUND-UP FROM THE PONTESBURY & REA VALLEY GOOD NEIGHBOURS SCHEME 2025 has been another very busy
year for the Pontesbury and Rea Valley Community Good Neighbours organisation, with twelve dedicated volunteers and six
committee members working extremely hard on a wide variety of activities to support the community.

The monthly Coffee Mornings at the Plough in Pontesbury are very well supported and continue to be a success, with the
smaller groups at the “Coffee and Chat” meetings and the Gentlemen’s Club providing support to those who prefer to meet in
an environment where this a smaller group of like-minded individuals. Often those who attend the smaller groups then gain
the confidence and the desire to attend the larger Coffee Mornings and the Luncheons, which is great to see.

The Luncheon at the Public Hall in Pontesbury has had another successful year, with around forty people attending, and the
events will continue to be organised until March 2026. The Committee would like to thank the volunteers who work tirelessly
either cooking, serving, helping behind the scenes, setting up the hall, clearing up afterwards — the Luncheons would not be
possible without the time given by these individuals.

The Good Neighbours group supported the Carers’ Event this year with the provision of a donation for a buffet lunch and some
musical entertainment, which was well received by those who attended.

Good Neighbours also provided items or funds for other events and activities in 2025 which included the provision of Easter
raffle hampers to local schools, food and disposable plates and napkins for a local school “Fun Day” fund raiser, gifts of clothes
and toiletries to local vulnerable people, and biscuits to the Rea Valley Food Bank at Christmas for hampers.

This year’s Christmas Meal was held at The Gates at Ford, where 47 guests
and eight volunteers enjoyed a three-course meal. The Good Neighbours
committee organised the post-lunch musical entertainment and provided
transport to and from the event. The feedback from those who attended
was tremendous, with everyone enjoying the meal, the entertainment and
the chance to catch up with friends.

The “Festive Friends” activity, supported by the Good Neighbours group,
once again ensured several individuals who would otherwise have been
alone at Christmas were able to share a festive meal with others on
Christmas day.

COMMUNITY DROP-IN

2026 promises to be just as busy as previous years. With regular meetings,

luncheons, coffee mornings and smaller groups continuing to provide the

support to the community that is so desperately needed. A place to come along, grab a drink
and have a chat. Free refreshments

The Committee would like to record its thanks to the Pontesbury Co-Op, Sdactiviiics

Pontesbury Parish Council, Hignett’s, Pontesbury One Stop, The Plough at
Pontesbury, and to all members of the community who have made
donations to the Good Neighbours group, and to those from the
community who help out in so many ways. The ongoing activities of the
Pontesbury and Rea Valley Good Neighbours group would not be possible
without the support from all these individuals, groups and companies.

All ages welcome

VT"

PONTESBURY
BAPTIST CHURCH



Church Services - February 2026

i

St. George's Church #”
www.st-george.org.uk e B

Services and activities for February 2026

1st 10:30 am Holy Communion

3rd 2.30pm Tea Service

5th  3.30pm Messy Church

8th  10:30 am Morning Worship without
Communion & Children’s Church

15th 10:30 am Holy Communion and Children’s

Church
18th (Ash Wednesday) 7pm Holy Communion
22nd 10.30am All Age Family Worship

|

Tea Break every Wednesday 2-4pm
Coffee Stop every Friday 10-12noon

Methodist services for February

1st Feb 10.45 am with Dr John Woolley

8th Feb 10.45 am with Rev Richard Hall to inc
Holy Communion

15th Feb  10.45 am with Wes Morris

22nd Feb 10.45 am with Rev Brian Spencer

Pontesbury Baptist Church

www.pontesburybaptist.co.uk

We have services twice every Sunday — at 10:30 am and
6:30 pm — where we sing hymns of worship, hear the Bible
read, pray, and listen as God’s Word is preached.

In addition, every service is streamed live via our church
website, and recordings of previous sermons are available
on the website and our YouTube channel.

For more information, please email:
info@pontesburybaptist.co.uk

PONTESBURY CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH SERVICES February 2026

Sunday 1st February at 10am The Deacons.
Sunday 8th February at 10am The Rev.Debbie
Martin.
Sunday 15th February at 10am Tim Bateman.
Sunday 22nd February at 10am The Rev. Debbie
Martin.

Tuesday at 10am Prayer Meeting.
Wednesday at 10-12midday Warm Space/Coffee
and Chat.

Everyone Welcome.

Rev Fergus Butler-Gallie
talking on his new book
‘12 Churches’

With his trademark reverence and revelry, The Revd. Fergus Butler-Gallie
travels through time and place to get to the heart of the religion he is so
passionate about.

Twelve Churches is a quest for a new people's history of Christianity, told
through the stories of twelve churches scattered across the globe. Through
a patchwork of interlinking and varied human stories, Butler-Gallie takes us

on a physical and historical journey, exploring the role of hope, faith and
beauty in Christianity, but also its fraught relationships with sex, viol
and power.

The story of Christianity is, he shows, the story of our modern world: it's a
story of who we should be, as well who we sometimes are.

FREE ENTRY - BOOK SIGNING - LIGHT REFRESHMENTS

9
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St George’s Church

el February, 2026
: Pontesbury SY5 OPP

7:00 PM

ch/10689

WORLD DAY of PRAYER
Prepared by Christian women from NIGERIA
“I will give you rest” Matthew 11:28-30
Friday 6th March 2.30pm

at PONTESBURY CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH

Followed by refreshments

Everyone is very welcome!
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Beetle Drive
with

Pdancokes

Yeesday 17 Febreory

West End Reom
St. George’s Church
Zpm
£5 per ticket - available from

e

Mary 791069
Marianne -
07944 333830
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http://www.st-george.org.uk/

BINGO NIGHTS
J " SATURDAYS 75 28:» FEBRUARY J "
Pontesbury Public Hall 6pm start
£1 Entry to include cup of tea or coffee.
Bring your own cold drinks.

Light Refreshments Hot Dogs, Cakes

All welcome to join us for a fun, social evening.

Tom Basden, Sian Clifford, Tim Key, Carey Mulligan

- For Further Information
The Ballad Of Wallis e
ue Potter
Island

An eccentric lottery winner, who lives alone on a remote island, dreams of get-

email lynettedbeedles@gmail.com
ting his favourite musicians back together. His fantasy turns into reality when the
bandmates and former lovers accept his invitation to play a private show at his PO NTES B U RY AN D D I STR I CT B OWLI N G C L U B

home on Wallis Island. Old tensions resurface as Charles tries desperately to sal-
vage his dream gig.

Habberley Village | Friday Tickets

Hall 13 February Standard: £6.00

SY50TP 730 pm
Enquiries: 07977127161 - -
Doors open 7pm. FILM AND FISH &CHIPS SPECIAL! Tick- o |:|_|c KS s
etwith food is £15 - a complete night out! Food served 7pm - IN THE -
sharp. Please pre-order by calling 07977127161 by midday : ST I c KS : -

. o

ay o = g LingenDavies
QU!e_ @ Gier Information and Tickets at www.artsalive.co.uk .

Cancer St

pport

§ 21 March %
2026 .

Mary Webb School,
Pontesbury

February
21st & 22nd
2026

Winsley Hall, Westbury, SY5 9HB
10:30am - 4pm

CAKES AND REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE

_p@htesbury
Potter==

"

13 miles Ofmézaning! DOGS ON LEADS WELCOME
£5 ENTRY PER PERSON

; (UNDER 12S GO FREE)
Take part in our sponsored

13-mile hill walk TICKETS AVAILABLE ON THE GATE

AND IN ADVANCE
LINGENDAVIE‘.CO.U(/SNOWDROPWAL[_(’/

Sigh up now
& support your local hospice!
severnhospice.org.uk/events

Plant a tree on Pontesford Hill Disclaimer The information provided in this news-
. letter is for general knowledge purposes only and does not
Saturday morning 28th February constitute professional advice. Pontesbury Parish Council
from 1 Oam_1 2md_ make no representations or warranties of any kind,
expressed or implied, about the completeness, accuracy,
The Friends of the Hill have cleared an area of plantation reliability, suitability, nor availability with respect to this
conifers near to the dens and the Lower Camp. Now we need | newsletter or the information, products, services, or
your help to plant 200 native mixed woodland saplings. related graphics contained in the newsletter for any
Families welcome, children must be accompanied. Bring your | purpose. Any reliance you place on such information is
garden spade. There will be directions from the car park. therefore strictly at your own risk




Christmas at Pontesbury Primary School Although a little delayed, | wanted this article to paint a picture of how
fantastic our school Christmases are.

Our youngest children learnt and performed a nativity filled with brilliant singing, beautiful dancing and great acting. |
have to remind myself, when watching such a fabulous performance, that our youngest performers are just 4 years of
age and our oldest are only 7 and they were all able to perform to a hall full of grown-ups! Well done to all of our stars.

Our older children visited St George's Church for a Carol Service where our Year 6s performed a 'modernised' nativity.
They did a brilliant job in acting this out and the rest of our KS2 children enjoyed singing carols to our families. They
especially loved singing 'Merry Christmas Everyone' at the end! Thank you to all at St George's for accommodating us.

This Christmas, we have tried to get out and about in the community to spread a bit of Christmas cheer. The children
visited the PCC at the Plough, the Pontesbury W1 and Cliffdale where we sung Christmas carols or songs from our
nativities.

In school, our last week often focuses on a Design and Technology project which saw our children creating stockings,
Christmas cards with electric circuits in them, mittens and other wonderful designs.

We wanted to say a BIG thank you to our Friends group, Mrs Green and Shrewsbury Brass Band for our 'Carols
around the Tree fundraiser." Thank you to Arscott Farm for the donation of a lovely Christmas tree (which | can highly
recommend). As if that wasn't enough, we also managed to squeeze in an end of term quiz where each year group
has a series of questions to answer on the learning they have completed over the term. Fancy a go? Try these:

Reception: What is subitising?

Year 1: Jesus told special stories that we can learn from. What are these called?

Year 2: How many days did the Great Fire of London last?

Year 3: What are the 3 eras of the Stone age called and can you say them in order?

Year 4: Which Gods make up the Hindu Trimurti?
Year 5: Name the planets in order.

Year 6: Which river passes through 10 different European countries?

Inspiring author We were visited by Michael McCarthy who is a local author. We were all intrigued to hear how
Michael, who is registered blind, has limited long-term memory and has learning difficulties, has overcome different
challenges to achieve his goal to become an author. We also found out how he has cycled from London to Paris,
completed the London Marathon and won a gold medal in swimming at an international level.

He has great determination and his message was simple: set a goal and 'get on with it' and that you can achieve
beyond what you think you're capable of. This ties really well with our school vision to 'Aim High, Climb Higher.'

We are very thankful to Michael for gifting our children one of his books. More information about Michael's incredible
story and his books are available on his website just Google 'Michael McCarthy Those Clever Dogs.'

School site Unfortunately, over the Christmas break, we had some trespassers on site. For those of you who have
read or seen our previous entries to the magazine, we have been working hard to improve our playtime offer for all
children. Sadly, the trespassers were 'messing around' with equipment. Whilst minimal damage has been done, we
want to keep our site safe and functioning for all of our children. Please can | remind everyone that our site is private

property.
REA VALLEY REA VALLEY
" COMMUNITY COMMUNITY
WILDLIFE GROUP WILDLIFE GROUP \

MARVELLOUS MOSSES - SATURDAY
7™ FEBRUARY

Join us as we shrink into the
wonderful world of bryophytes!
Discover the intricate world of mosses

group also available

-valley-wildlife-group/

MONTHLY WALKS : 2026

LIFE GROUP

Join our friendly Rea Valley Community Wildlife Group at our monthly local walks -
providing an opportunity to discover local flora and fauna together.

Free to attend and no booking required.

works.plenty.ecologist

Reserve Car Park
Mnovements.ankle.logs/

and liverworts at an upcoming
brgologg event feqtur]ng expert /SUI'I 18" Jon\ /Sot 14t Feb\ /Sun 15t MCIIx /Sat 18t Apr\
bryologist Dan Wrench. This session 10am - 1pm 1°°f‘|‘b' 1P":1 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm
offers a unique opportunity to explore Stapeley S”vc\’/' %OC Earls Hill Gatten
the biodiversity of an often- Saunter Woll?gb;ut Lope Yomp
| overlooked species in their natural Mitchell’s Fold Car ! Pontesford Hill Car || Gatton Daffodil Car
habitat Park ; Snailbeach Car Park Park Park
. cabbages. update.quantly Qorks.plemg.eco\og\st/ \m\orglnal owns.transcribes \\hedge scc\es.freshesy
Meet: Pontesford Hill Car Park
10am - Ipm Sun 17" May )/ Sat 20" Jun \ ( sun 19" Jul [ Sat 15™ Aug )
. : 10am - 1Ipm - = s
This event is free, but - [P 109"“ Tpm 10am - 1pm 10am - 1pm
donations are welcome h Bugttc?g”Hlll MESTGFLGU Hinton Hike PU|VSIF%O'(C|’1
ooc o
Pre-booking is essential as ‘ Viewpoint Car Station Road Car
spaces limited. email a’i‘ﬁ:"s“" Park Tankerville On street, Minsterley Park, Pontesbury Pulvlezbat‘chffar Part
. . 5 .che t h.harsh.factorit irritated.swift.freed wriggle disbelief houseworl
r:wu"eycwg@gma“ o Natlrst \gomeschesses sirongma \m arshiactores ) \_irttedswitireedom ) \ /
— : Sun 20" Sep / Sat 17t Oct\ /e Sun 15" Nov\ i Sat 12 Dec\
n Facebook 'ulﬁ JOIN US 10am - 1pm 10am - 1Ipm 10am - 1Ipm 10am - 1pm
wwwfacebook.com/groups/ &2 TODAY! The Hollies Hope Valley Eastridge Stiperstones
reavalleycwg . Email: reavalleycwg@gmail.com Bimble Amble Excursion Stomp
® More Information _ . X .
www.shropscwgs.org.uk/rea Active and vibrant Whatsapp T Hope Valley Nature Eastridge Wood Car Stiperstones Inn Car

Park
Quzzards uniforms. swy

Park
Qods grownup.overdoy
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Pontesbury
Green Day

SATURDAY MAY 2nd 2026

In venues across the village
Plant Sale
Series of Talks
Biodiversity Workshop
Stalls
Children’s Activities

You are warmly invited to an open
planning meeting on

Healthy village,
healthy planet!

Thu 19th Feb at 7 pm in The Pavilion

All welcome. Refreshments served.

Organised by Pontesbury Climate Emergency Action Group
and St George’s Church

CHAIR YOGA

WITH DEBBIE RIGBY

Join us for a gentle, relaxing Armchair
Yoga session with Debbie, a qualified
yoga instructor and retired nurse.
Discover how yoga can harmonise body,
mind, and spirit, improve flexibility and
balance, and bring a sense of calm and
wellbeing - all from the comfort of a
chair! All welcome - no experience
needed!

Wednesday

18 February 2026
Time

2.00 PM

Minsterley Parish Hall
A488, Minsterley, SY5 OEH

Free entrance

Refreshments available
@ pontesbury.u3asite.uk ?
1 A

udQze:
& Rea Valley

Members & non-members welcome

OPEN MEETING

WoR K ING -
TOGETHER

§ES EE E 2
PoNTESBURY |

LITTER o %
LETTER 1 from &% i
TESP

‘The Pop Cans’ Z‘" f e %

Are you horrified to see the amount of litter in verges
and hedgerows everywhere in the country?

Just recently, on a 200M stretch of local lanes, we
collected 5 cans, 2 bottles [1 broken], a crisp packet, a
loaf wrapper, a ‘dip’ container, and numerous
chocolate wrappings! This bounty is not unusual and
each item has its own story.....

Let's take an aluminium can for example. An
aluminium can is easily recycled - in fact 20 cans can
be recycled for the same amount of energy it takes to
produce just one new can — and it can be recycled
over and over again! The production of the new can
releases a toxic mix of sulphur dioxide and nitrogen
oxides as well as adding to greenhouse gases and
leaving behind a slurry of caustic mud. Lovely!
Yet 1.5 million tons of aluminium cans worldwide fail to
be recycled each year!!

Why do so many cans end up in the hedgerow? ...

PLEASE LET US KNOW
So, who would do this ? Why would they do it ?

That’s what we would like to know.
On behalf of Pontesbury Climate Emergency Group

‘The Pop Cans’ are appealing to everyone in the local
area

SPREAD THE WORD , DON’T SPREAD LITTER

USQ
& Rea Valley

At our next u3a meeting on Wednesday 18th February
2026 at 2pm to Minsterley Parish Hall, we'll be welcoming
Debbie Rigby, a qualified yoga instructor and retired
nurse. Debbie will introduce us to Chair Yoga — a gentle
and accessible way to enjoy the benefits of yoga while
seated or using a chair for support.

Yoga means ‘union’ - it harmonises body, mind and spirit.
Debbie will share a little about yoga’s history and
philosophy, then guide us through some simple
movements and mindful breathing to ease tension and
improve flexibility, balance, and relaxation.

A calm and enjoyable afternoon for everyone — no
experience or special clothing needed! Participation is
voluntary and not a requirement of attending

Following the session, refreshments will be provided,
offering a chance to catch up or learn more about our
u3a. Members and Non-Members are welcome.

Our u3a is part of a UK charity dedicated to bringing
together individuals with a focus on those not in full-time
employment for enjoyable learning or active experiences.
We are local, friendly, and affordable, featuring over 25
interest groups covering a variety of activities, from
history, literature and geology to walking, cycling,
pickleball and table tennis ...




Ask the Animal Healer - Rebecca Rea
Therapeutic help for animals and their people

How to help your ageing or dying pet

By Rebecca Rea — The animal healer

Much as we may wish they lived forever, some have longer
lives and encounter the challenges of ageing, some die
unexpectedly and some hardly get to start their lives.
Some die without human intervention, but many more
need our help to ease their suffering at the end.

So how can you help them during these times?

From my experience, the first most helpful thing — though
it may feel very painful at first - is to face the reality of the
situation. No amount of running away emotionally, or
repeating 'oh it will be fine!" in denial, will alter what your
loved one and you have to live through.

But by being courageous enough to be present physically
and emotionally you can turn this last chapter of their lives
into one that can be as pain-free as possible, full of kindest
and love and that leaves your pet — and yourself — in the
most peaceful place as possible.

Keep your eyes and ears open, notice how they walk and
move, how they behave, how they communicate to you. If
they limp or flinch, or shy away from movement or touch,
stop eating or cry out incessantly or do odd things at odd
times... they may likely be suffering in some way.

Imagine if you had severe arthritis, or an injury, Dementia,
going blind, or were starting to die and were fearful of
being around others or outside — then you and other
people would probably know and believe that you were
struggling...we need to recognise it is no different for our
pets, whatever species. In fact animals tend to mask their
vulnerability and pain so by the time you notice or are
willing to acknowledge that they are suffering, it will have
been going on for a lot longer than that.

If you would like to talk to me about how you can do more
to help your pet and yourself through these times please
get in touch, | am here for you and have lots of experience.

I work on a donation only basis and am complementary to
any Vet input.

www.theanimalhealer.life

07785527973

e« b

Pontesbury Women'’s Club

If you would like an entertaining Tuesday evening
come along to our meetings

Tuesday 10t February
Catherine Cooper -author of Children’s Books

Tuesday 10th March

Rebecca Rea - Healing & Therapy for Animals

PWC usually meets at 7.30pm on
The second Tuesday of the month
At Pontesbury Public Hall

Visitors and New Members are always welcome

Pontesbury WI had the first meeting of 2026
on 19th January. Our guest speaker was

[heWI Jessica Rose, a Professional Artist who

INSPIRING WOMEN ¢ 1t us all

how to Lino print. Although
some of us ended up with
black fingers, we were able
to use professional tools to
cut out our lino prints then
achieve a lovely finished
product .

Next month on 9th February
we have Caroline Wright giving us a talk about Snow
Drops.

The WI had a very busy December, having a delightful
afternoon being entertained by Pontesbury Primary School
children who sang carols, they were excellent and
wonderful representatives of their school - a really good
way to start our Christmas activities. We also took part in
the Christmas Tree Festival at St George’s church with W]
members making stockings for our family tree.

The WI craft club will be held on 17th February at the Cock
Inn, Handwood at 10am. Everyone is most welcome, it is
an open event so why not come along and join us for
refreshments and craft activities.

For information about the WI contact Irene Windows,
President on 01743791903.

West Shropshire Flower Club The Flower Clubs November
meeting was our Christmas demonstration. We were lucky
enough to book national demonstrator Vanessa Wellock, who
came all the way from Yorkshire. Right from the start she was
getting the Christmassy feeling going, arranged in sliver train
carriages were the most gorgeous dusky pink and white roses,
with white hypericum and soft pink astrantia, and given the bling

treatment adding sprayed sliver asparagus and grevillea. Her next arrangement was in a large wooden bucket, as a fireside
arrangement. Placed within Christmas foliage were pink peony roses, complemented by deep pink carnations and peach holly
berries, and she created a gold haze out of ting to complete the arrangements fireside feel. We were given a master class in
handtied design when she showed us how to create a frame from gold wire to support the pinkest roses with caramel
carnations and pink skimmia, and surrounded with ethereal bright pink sprayed asparagus fern. The frame supported the flow-
ers in an open arrangement which allowed each flower to shine, and in a way | hadn’t seen done before. Her last design was
within a 2 placement candelabra frame, rich with gold eucalyptus, red roses and anthuriums in a novel design. Everyone
agreed it was a wonderful demonstration, using exquisite flowers in fantastic colour combinations.

All meetings at Westbury Village Hall and start at 7.30pm, visitors welcome £10 - next meeting Wednesday 25th February -

Anne Whysall — What's your favourite colour



SPOI'tS & Activities SHORT MAT BOWLS

Tai Chi in Pontesbury 2-4pm 2pm every Thursday
on Tuesday in The Public Hall in the Public Hall
Are you feeling in need of a little gentle exercise after the festive 2026 - from 8th January until the
?
season end of March.
Tai Chi is amazingly effective for many health issues or just for
enjoyment! Newcomers welcome.
Our group is suitable for beginners or for those with experience. Ring Jan James 01743 790417 for
Come along on Tuesday afternoon and see what you think. further info

Every Mon 6 - 7.15 Yoga in Pontesbury Congregational Hall
Every Mon 7.30 - 8.45 Yogalates in Pontesbury Congregational Hall

Contact vickywood72@gmail.com for more information

" Rea Valley

foodbank Thank you for bringing some Christmas cheer!!

Supporting those in food crisis within the Rea Valley Community

Thanks to all the local support the Foodbank has received we were able to bring some Christmas cheer to
local people in need. We really appreciate all those that donated money and items, including: Mary
Webb School, staff at Pontesbury GP Practice, The Pontesbury Charity, Rea Valley Good Neighbours and
Lea Cross W.I.

It is very generous and does make such a difference. This year the Foodbank ran Christmas Extra
sessions where people could choose what they needed, rather than a prepared parcel. Forty-one house-
holds benefitted, with 32 receiving vouchers for use at Smith’s Butchers, The Flower Shop and Hignett’s.
We also had some new people referred, and we hope they will return during the year.

Word of mouth has proved one of the most successful ways of people knowing about our service. Please
do tell others about us and encourage them to come. You can contact us on their behalf and come along
with them to their Foodbank visit. Our volunteers are friendly and non-judgmental, so please do try us.

Please keep donating in-date tinned and packaged food, toiletries, and cleaning
products. All donations are very welcome, it is especially helpful if you can check
our “ltems in Need” on our website https://reavalleyfoodbank.co.uk/donating/ Drop
them off at Pontesbury Co-op, Village Stores Longden or your local church. - .

To use the Foodbank, or find out more: Call for a chat with Rev. Greg Smith 07902 =] dl
794653 or Rev. Richard Lonsdale 07922 830488, or ask your local clergy, GP,
school, nursery, social/health worker, housing provider or other support agency.
See our website: https://reavalleyfoodbank.co.uk/ or Facebook.

Plant a tree on Pontesford Hill

. Disclaimer The information provided in this news-
Saturday morning 28th February letter is for general knowledge purposes only and does not
from 1 Oam_1 2md constitute professional advice. Pontesbury Parish Council
make no representations or warranties of any kind,
The Friends of the Hill have cleared an area of expressed or implied, about the completeness, accuracy,

plantation conifers near to the dens and the reliability, suitability, nor availability with respect to this

Lower Camp. Now we need your help to plant 200 newsletter or the information, products, services, or
native mixed woodland saplings. Families welcome, related graphics contained in the newsletterforany

children must be accompanied. Bring your garden purpose. Any reliance you plaF:e on such information is
spade. There will be directions from the car park. therefore strictly atyour own risk

Deadline for March 2026 edition is Friday 13th February 2026 - please send all articles, requests for
adverts and event dates to deputy@pontesburypc.org.uk. Please send .jpgs or .png - no .pdf docs - thank you.




. PHIL GRIFFITHS
Loc° Local Plumber
Tap Replacement and

Heating Serwvices

Plumbing Repairs undertaken
New Taps supplied and fitted
Full Range available

Gas & Oil fired Boiler serwvice, repair & Established for 35 years
installation Tel: 01743 790046
i : Mobile: 07970 010148
Mobile: 07432 187603
email: ] -
3 L ‘&\_\_‘ = k
Iowercommonheatlng@gmail.eom iy and
RJD BRICKWORK
SERVICES Tony Porton

Cavell Heating
Call: 07773 413582 or 07790 037395

Cavell Oil Heating & Plumbing Semvices
Installations, Repairs and Servicing

All aspects of Brickwork and
Stonework: Garden Walls:
Brickwork for Extensions and New Builds:
Renovation work - Fireplaces

Time served bricklayer with 30 years
experience
Full Public Liability Insurance

Tel: 01743 821507 Mob: 07740607064 QOil boilers, bathrooms & plumbing
Email: info@r-j-d.co.uk Weekend and Evening Call Outs
Free consultation and quote Friendly, Local and Reliable
@acfe/ 6 ggZﬂ}ﬂJ

o s ¢ / N ~ jonate about providing a quality sewice
Specialist advisers & SR L
to the mature and b o B, 2
retired market. va oy - @
Has COVID-19 made you think f Providing friendly, reliable & quality Care within our local
about your finances differently? N7 community.

*Qualified *Over 20 yrs of experience *A REAL person centred
Get in touch for open e approach *Set call times.
and honest advice. il = 7 Working in partnership with likeminded Private Carers to
¥ ensure all calls are covered.

Portland CALL 01743 365 813 Call Rachel on-
ﬂ Financial EMAIL info@portland-fp.co.uk ortl gL 07599 374209

P|anning VISIT  www.portland-fp.co.uk by the A

Paul Harner
Painter & Decorator Pontesbury Handyman
’ .DWS Pr’operty Services Call: 07497 354841
All interior & Exterlor: YVork /'Fully Insured / Free Email: pjhamer12@gmail.com
Competitive Estimates
dugloussteele@hotmail.com Tiling, fencing, garden services, stone wall
07860 528943 repairs, decking and general home maintenance



mailto:info@r-j-d.co.uk

DENTURE PROBLEMS?

Broken? Don't fit? Worn out?

For a fast, professional solution to your denture
problems call Ned Phillips. Home visits available.

Open from 5:30pm — 9:30pm

3791 354 0r moble 07040 28 841N 1| svec 4 couse samparnin v

Sunday
£16.95 per person

1 Malehurst Industrial Estate, || BuffetNight Every Tuesday £16.95

Malehurst, Pontesbury, SY5 OEQ || we are closed Mondays except Bank
Modern Industrial Buildings To Let — Holidays
Various Sizes Available
Ideal For Start Up or Existing Businesses
Modern Insulated Units

Private Parties can be catered for

Self Storage Units & Outside Storage Also Available 01743 3860229
| i.co.uk
Telephone 01743 791744 www.leacrosstandoori.co.u
mark@malehurstindustrialestate.co.uk @ o 0 @

www.malehurstindustrialestate.co.uk

Hair and Nails by R H

T ichard orner

..-, ] LTD
‘s Serenlty Plumbing & Heating

£l
H:";Sf Boiler service, breakdown and installation

f . . ’

' Bennetts Business
\“",lll Centre, Carver Landlord’s gas safety certificates
Street, Pontesbury And all plumbing work
Tel: 01743 211159 Telephone: 07974 268627
email: info@richardhornerplumbingandheating.co.uk

website: richardhornerplumbingandheating.co.uk

N Mr Wasp ) @ & /\ZQBQCEE,TER

Pest Control Services - - Sy W 0744

7‘ Professional Local Sarvlcax
* Unmarked Vehicle Physiotherapy, but not as you kno!

*
Service Contracts Welcome Live life to the full with the body you'
*Rats *Mice * Squirrels '
* Wasps * Fleas * Insects Relieve & prevent injury, pain
* Do ic & Commercial weakness and fatigue N
TEI: 07908 205881 Hold, breathe and move your body

As you're naturally designed
www.mrwasp.biz info@mrwasp.biz

Consultations | Classes | Online courses | Speaker ..

Rachel Kili www.rachelkiliphysiotherapy.com
Physiotherapy Habberley



HIGNETTS |
of Pontesbury Ltd

est. 1919

Retailers of Quality Foods, Fresh Meat, Fruit & Vegetables

Award winning butter buns. Fresh bread, pies and cakes.
A range of Sausages & Burgers made to our own recipes.
Seasonal plants.

Groceries at competitive prices. pNHIGNE

Dulcher
PONTESBURY
PHONE 28

(A

01743 790228
www.hignetts.co.uk

]

KING

ELITE VALET

Get Your Car
Autumn~Winter Ready

Full Valets ¢ Deep Interior
Cleans » Paint Protection

Ben Morris Electrical Itd

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
NAPIT & TRUSTMARK registered

[ come to your home
hassle-free service

BEN :- 07966 788791
QUOTATIONS:- {JOHN] 01743 792013
www. benmorriselectrical.co.uk

7

REWIRES / UPDATES

EICR TEST REPORTS / FAULT FINDING
FUSE BOARD UPGRADES
EXTRA SOCKETS / LIGHTS ADDED
ELECTRICAL HEATING SYSTEMS

PART 'P' REGISTERED

COMPETITIVE HOURLY / DAILY RATES
ESTABLISHED 2007
VAT FREE

call Phil on
07951 124 279

to book your valet today

20% off

for locals
using code
‘SHOPLOCAL20’

Healing and therapy services
for animals and people

o

Rebecca Rea

Do you have a pet or
farm animal who is
struggling in their health
and wellbeing?

Do you feel stuck and
unsure how to improve the situation for
them, and for yourself?

Then why not try something different?
Complementary therapies, coaching
and healing with Rebecca Rea - The
Animal Healer on 07785 527973

| am very experienced and work on a
donation only basis. For an informal
chat please contact me to discuss your
situation.

Website:
Email:

www.theanimalhealer.life
info@pathwaystohealing.life

VAR




Simplifying

Computers
S ro & Technology
3 in Shropshire
. fech. P

% A  shroptech.com
%a \0‘:b
fechn® Tel: 01743 790968

ShropTech help local businesses and
home users with:

« Backing up your data - e.g. emails
and photos from your computers
and mobile phones, etc. — the best
protection from ransomware

* Computer upgrades and repairs,
no fix, no fee

« Fixing internet / WiFi problems
= Data recovery, transferto new
« Upgrading to Windows 11

« Domain, Website and Email from
£49 per year, £299 setup

We sell 3 grades of Electronics —
New, Open Box or 2nd User, all
minimum 1 year warranty

= Laptops, Desktops, TVs, Mobiles,
Tablets, Security Cameras, WiFi

Email us: office@shroptech.com

Data Protection Act 2018: Shropshire Technology
is registered with the ICO, your data is safe with us

Do you feel better when you step into
nature - away from technology and the
hum of modern life?

In our modern wireless world, we are surrounded by an inescapable
soup of invisible radiation called Electrosmog. We now know this
form of pollution affects our well-being.

At Symbio-Harmonizer UK, our products combat radiation from
Electrosmog, protect your biology and foster a healthier living
environment - empowering you to restore your vitality. We have
everything you need for human, home, office, pets and travel.

Take control of your health.

07344 275069 symbio-harmonizer.co.uk

Wombrook
Home Maintenance

Improvements, repairs and maintenance,
in and around the home.

Decorating. Tiling. A
Carpentry. Plumbing. -~ N
Kitchens. Bathrooms. %] | s/
Fences. LvitINY
A= Vi
Odd jobs & more. e\ (1=

All work is fully guaran-
teed and insured.
References willingly supplied - just ask.
Call Steve Percival: 01743 860712
0794 0894 378

| am a former community nurse,

with more than thirty years’ experience,
offering a mobile ear syringing service,
in your own home, in Pontesbury and

the surrounding area.

If you have a problem with your
hearing, due to impacted wax,

please give me a call.

Before | carry out treatment, | will
examine your ears and ask you some
standard questions, to ensure that the
treatment is appropriate and safe for you.

| will be using a machine that gently
pulses warm water into the ear canal.

To ensure that the treatment is effective,
you will need to use ear drops to soften
any wax, for at least a week before my visit.

au

an

07933 382833

FULL PROFESSIONAL INDEMNITY INSURANCE AND DBS CHECKED

Physiotherapy and Acupuncture

01743 872375

Pontesbury
01743 790036

Contact us for prompt assessment & treatment.

We aim to alleviate pain & restore normal function to joints, muscles and

nerves to improve your quality of life.

Private Occupational Therapy service also available.

Helen Mitchell

BSe MCSP HCPC

Olwen Lethbridge mcse aacp neepc

‘ You could see an advert for your company in this newsletter. If you would like to advertise
your business in the Pontesbury Parish Newsletter please get in touch with Nicki,

YoUR
AD
HEREY

deputy@pontesbury-pc.gov.uk. The costs of advertising depend upon the size of the
advertisement and where you live or where your business is based.

You can advertise for one month to a full year of 10 months (there is no newsletter in August

and one newsletter for December/January) - you choose how many adverts.




Regular Weekly Events

FEBRUARY 2026 DIARY

Every Mon 6.30-7.30pm Pontesbury Runners (advanced/intermediate)  Meet corner of Brookside & Minsterley Rd
Every Mon 6.00-7.15pm Yoga Pontesbury Congregational Church Hall
Every Mon 7.00-9.00pm Monday Badminton Club Mary Webb School, Sports Hall
Every Mon 7.30-8,45pm Yogalates Pontesbury Congregational Church Hall
Every Tue 10.00 - 12.00 Rea Valley Foodbank Holy Trinity Minsterley
Every Tue 10.30-1200 A Welcome Brew Baptist Church
Every Tue 2-4pm Tai Chi Public Hall
Every Tue 8—9am Pilates for Core Strength Public Hall
Sea Change Drop-In for parents/carers of under . :
Every Wed 10.00-12.00 A Pavilion - Term-time only
Every Wed 10.30-12.00 Coffee/Chat and Fellowship Pontesbury Congregational Church
Every Wed 2-4pm Tea Break - tea, cake and a chat St George’s Church
Every Thu 10.00-12.00 Rea Valley Foodbank St George's Church
First Thu 3.30-5pm Messy Church Spring St George’s Church
Every Thu 2pm Short Mat Bowling Public Hall
Every Thu 2pm Cruckton Art Group Cruckton Village Hall
Every Thu 7-9pm Badminton Club Mary Webb School, Sports Hall
Every Fri 10.00 Walking Local Footpaths Meet at School Green
Every Fri 10.00-12.00 Coffee Stop St George’s Church
Every Sat 7.30pm Whist Drive Yockleton Village Hall
Mon 2nd & 16th 11am-1pm  Get Creative Group - FREE - bring along any project Pavilion
Mon 2nd 6.30pm Parish Council Planning Committee Meeting Pavilion
Wed 4th & 18th 2-4pm Age UK Dementia Support Group Pavilion
Thu 5th Feb 7pm 12 Churches Talk St George’s Church
Sat 7th 10.30-12.30 FoPL Coffee Morning & presentation of King’s Award  Pavilion
Sat 7th 10am-1pm  Rea Valley CWG Walk, Marvellous Mosses Meet at Pontesford Hill car park
Sat7th & 28th  6pm Pontesbury Bowling Club Bingo Night Public Hall
Mon 9th 2-4pm Pontesbury WI - Snowdrop Talk Public Hall
Mon 9th 6.30pm Pontesbury Parish Council Meeting Pavilion
Tue 10th 7.30pm Pontesbury Women’s Club Public Hall
Fri 13th 10.30-11.45 Good Neighbour Scheme Coffee Morning The Plough Inn, Pontesbury
Fri 13th 7.30pm Film Night - The Ballad of Wallis Island Habberley Village Hall
Sat 14th 10am-1pm  Rea Valley CWG Walk - Snailbeach Woods Meet at Snailbeach car park
Wed 18th 2pm u3a - Chair Yoga Minsterley Parish Hall
Thu 19th 2-4pm FOPL Children’s Craft Workshop Pavilion
Thu 19th 7pm Pontesbury Green Day Planning Meeting Pavilion
21st & 22nd 10.30-4pm  Lingen Davies Snowdrop Walk, Winsley Hall Westbury
Wed 25th 7.30pm West Shropshire Flower Club Westbury Village Hall
Fri 27th 10.30am Pontesbury Carer’s Group Pavilion
Fri 27th 11.45am Good Neighbour Scheme Community Luncheon Public Hall
Sat 28th 10-12.00 Plant a Tree on Pontesford Hill Pontesford Hill car park
Fri 6th 2.30pm World Day of Prayer Congregational Church
Fri 13th 12.00-4pm  PLAY AREA CONSULTATION Pavilion
Sat 14th 7pm FOPL Talk - Dangerous Miracle by Lisam Shaw Pavilion
Sat 21st Severn Hospice Pontesbury Potter Meet at Mary Webb School



