
Chairmans Message from Councillor Duncan Fletcher, Chairman of Pontesbury Parish Council 
 

I am fortunate to have the opportunity at this time of year to thank all the many fantastic residents and   
local groups and associations who help to make the Parish of Pontesbury the strong, vibrant community 
that it is . Thank you also to all our wonderful volunteers, the work you do is hugely appreciated . 
 

Thank you also to my fellow Councillors and our brilliant staff team of Debbie, Nicki, Caroline and Anna, 
their support and hard work is invaluable . 
 

Finally, may I wish you all a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year  
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DEADLINE for February 2025 edition is: 

Thursday 16th January 2025 

aƛƴǎǘŜǊƭŜȅ aŜŀŘƻǿǎ                                                                                                        

tǳōƭƛŎ aŜŜǝƴƎ                                                                       

aƛƴǎǘŜǊƭŜȅ tŀǊƛǎƘ Iŀƭƭ                                                                                              

aƻƴŘŀȅ фǘƘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлнп ŀǘ  уǇƳ  

/ƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 

An update on future plans for the meadows;                                                  

A chance to answer your questions and hear 

your views  

See page 14 for an update on Saving Minsterley Meadows 



Shropshire Council Matters  - Shropshire Councillor Roger Evans reports:  

Finances: The quarter 2 report, which is also the half year finance report, is showing a slight improvement 
in the general reserves, due in part to income for the green waste collection. A yearend overspend of Ã35m 
is forecast. This still places the council in a critical position, as recently reported in the Shropshire Star.   

The raises in employer NI contributions will be covered by Central Government. This will not be the case 
for local councils. The budget also intimated that more funding would be given to improve bus services. 
From initial reports the extra support for Shropshire in the near future will be very limited.. 

Grants: The joint Shropshire Council/Veolia community grants scheme is open again 

CCTV: The Shrewsbury CCTV is now an unmanned facility 

Leisure Services review: There is to be a review consultation launched in the near future. 

Shropshire Councillor Roger Evans, 
roger.evans@shropshire.gov.uk or 
call 07811 992349  

Pontesbury Parish Council - At the November parish council 
meeting Councillors received a short presentation from Shropshire 
Hills Landscape Trust about how parish councils could support the 
work of this partnership and the grants that the Trust have       
available for community projects to enhance conservation/
biodiversity development in the National Landscape area within the 
parish.  The Shropshire Hills National Landscape partnership was 
previously known as the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
There is a longer article about the work of the Trust elsewhere in 
the newsletter.  Local Councils have a duty to promote biodiversity 
and consider the impact of their activities on biodiversity within 
their jurisdiction.   

By January the parish council need to set the precept for the    
coming financial year 2025-26.  As part of this process the parish 
council reviews its Strategic Plan and prioritises projects for the 
following year.  There are two major projects the parish council are 
undertaking over the next couple of years.  The first is to install   
solar panels on the Pavilion roof to reduce the energy costs for the 
building and in keeping with the councilôs aim of reaching carbon 
net zero by 2030.  The second is the much-needed refurbishment 
of the public toilets.  The Strategic Plan can be found at 
www.pontesburyparishcouncil.org.uk.   

2025 will bring local elections at parish and county level.  If you are   
interested in becoming a parish councillor please come and find 
out more at one of our council open days, planned for Spring 2025.  
These will be advertised in the newsletter in the New Year. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all of us at the   
council.  We look forward to working with you in 2025. 

The next parish council meetings will be held on Monday 9th              
December and Monday 13th January, 6.30pm at The Pavilion. 

The next Planning Committee meetings will be held on Monday 
2nd December and Monday 6th January 2025 at 6.30pm at the 
Pavilion.  Please contact Deputy Clerk                                       
deputy@pontesburypc.org.uk if you would like to attend and/or 
raise any issues. 

 

Rea Valley Probus Club - 2025 Dates 

All meetings are at Arscott Golf Club, on the second Wednesday of each 
month at 1pm.  For further information and contact details please visit our 

website, www.reavalleyprobus.org.uk.ï next meeting 11 December 2024 

Dates for 2025 are: 

8 January, 12 February, 12 March, 9 April, 14 May, 11 June, 9 July 

13 August, 10 September, 8 October, 12 November, 10 December 
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New Year, New Hobby? 

Why not join our óGet Creativeô group.  We are a friendly group who meet twice a 

month to knit, sew, crochet, embroider, share skills and ideas over a cuppa.   

We will be meeting at a new day/time from January 2025.  Come along on the first 

and third Monday each month from 2-4 pm and join us.   

We look forward to seeing you on the 6th and 20th January 2025.   

Drinks and biscuits are provided and there is no charge.   

Bring along any project you are working on and have a chat with fellow creators.   Everyone welcome. 

Pavilion News 
December 2024 & January 2025  

- Whatôs On 

For all Pavilion enquiries please contact Anna at: admin@pontesburypavilion.co.uk  

  

Pontesbury Dementia Support Group 

Alternate Wednesdays in the Pavilion 

11th December, 8th & 21st January 

2025 at the new time of 2ï4pm 

 

Pontesbury & Rea Valley Carers 
Group   
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for a relaxed and informal meeting where we share 
information and chat with a cuppa and cake,    

starting 10.30am.  Itôs all free with experts on hand 
to answer questions. 

FOPL Plant Sale - Saturday 4th May 2024 

10am to 1.00pm in Pontesbury Pavilion  

Rhyme Time 

12th December 

at 2pm to 2.45pm 

Pontesbury Library @ the Pavilion 

Rhymes, stories and songs for children under 

five years old                                                 

Pavilion & Library Christmas    

Closing Times 

Pontesbury Pavilion & Community Hub will 

close on Tuesday 24th December at 1pm and 

re-open on Thursday 2nd January 2025. 

We all wish you a Merry Christmas & Happy 

New Year and look forward to seeing you in 

2025.   

Library Owl News  Our Friends have been busy,     
crafting, to make the library a beautiful 'Winter Woodland' 
for the festive season. I am sure they will share more 
details and photos in their news. 

We have a supply of craft and cookery books to help you 
with ideas for Christmas. I still love a recipe book, you 
can keep it open, unlike trying to follow a recipe on your 
phone or laptop, signing in every few minutes with floury 
fingers. We have a collection of Christmas books too, 
from 'A Christmas Carol' to 'Murder Under the Mistletoe'. 

The library also offers printing and photocopying, very 
useful for sharing those recipes and craft patterns. 

The Library will close for the Christmas break 
at 1pm on 24th December and re-open at 
2pm on 2nd January.  Hope you all have a 
peaceful Christmas and happy and healthy 
New Year.                                   The Library Owl         



 

News from the Friends of  

Pontesbury Library 

 Our Christmas Coffee morning will be on Saturday 14th December in the Library 10.30 am to 12.30 pm. 

Tea, coffee and delicious cakes, and a chance to admire the Library Christmas decorations plus the next 

Library Lottery draw.  Tickets are just Ã1 each. November's Lucky Lottery Winners were:   

1st Maggie Challinor  2nd Christine Moore  3rd Janet Tolhurst  

Lottery joining forms are available in the Library & on the new website . . . which has just gone live! at 

pontesburylibrary.co.uk  Do visit it and leave a comment. A big thank you to Mike Fletcher & Yvonne     

Davies for their website work and to Emma Lawrence for the design and new logo. Information about 

FOPLôs activities and recent events can be found on the FaceBook page USE PONTESBURY LIBRARY.  

NEW CHAIRPERSON NEEDED FOR FOPL  After many years leading the FOPL Committee Yvonne     

Davies is standing down. The Trustees are therefore looking for someone to fill this post in the New Year. 

The Chairôs role is to organise fundraising, promote the Library and encourage links with the community. 

Find out more about what being the Chair involves by contacting Yvonne on 

yvonne@pontesburylibrary.co.uk. and sheôll be happy to chat to you. It doesnôt matter whether youôve just 

moved to Pontesbury or are a long-term resident youôll be working with an enthusiastic, talented and hard-

working committee alongside the FOPL Trustees.  

Dates for your diary  

Saturday 4th     

January 10-12 

CHIP IT for    

CHARITY 

RECYCLE your old 

Christmas Trees at 

the Ark Nursery car 

park by the Co-op, 

where Ben Jones 

and his Wood     

Matters team will 

turn them into      

chippings for a    

recommended        

donation of Ã5 (or 

whatever you can 

manage).         

 

Donôt have a tree to bring?? Well, just come along and watch the trees going through the chipper and    

enjoy refreshments at the Library afterwards. For more info and arrangements to pick up trees if you donôt 

have a vehicle contact Ben Jones, Wood Matters on 07974300328 

Saturday 4th January 10.30 -12.30 FOPL NEW YEAR Coffee Morning & Library     

Lottery Draw. And finally  . . .   A Big Thank You to everyone who has supported the    

Library during 2024. 

We could not have done it without you!  

A Happy Christmas to everyone and very best wishes for the New Year 



Coffee Mornings - Friday 13th December 2024 & Friday 10th January 2025     
All are welcome to come along - 10:30am to 12:00pm at The Plough Inn 

News & Events 

December 2024 

& January 2025 

Future Events    For all upcoming events & updates please view our Facebook page. 

Gentlemanôs Club  Play cards, read the paper and catch up with other men. Now running 

fortnightly.  Call Rob Davies on 07720 010353 for more info.  

GN Community Luncheons start again in January 2025 

24th January (a week early because of the pantomime) & 28th February 

All at the Public Hall ï ticket only. Tickets can be bought in advance from Hignetts and any GN groups.   



The Methodist Services December 2024  
 

1st Dec 10.45 am with Rev Brian Spencer to inc 
Holy Communion.  
 

8th Dec 10.45 am with Rev Richard Hall 

15th Dec 10.30am Carol Service 

22nd Dec 10.45 am with Mr Nigel Gibbon 

29th Dec 10.45 am with Church Members 

St. Georgeôs Church 
www.st-george.org.uk 
 
Services and activities for December 2024 
 
1
st
  10.30am All Age Family Worship  

3rd    2.30pm Tea Service  
8
th
    10.30am Morning Worship with Hymns 

15th  10.30 am Holy Communion  and Children`s Church 
         7pm Carols with the Benefice Choir 
21
st
    3pm Messy Christmas 

24
th
    6pm Carols on the School Green 

         11pm Midnight Service 
25th   10.30am Benefice Christmas Day Holy Communion 
 at Holy Trinity Minsterley 
29
th
   10.30am Holy Communion Holy Trinity Minsterley. 

 Group Service. 
 

Coffee Stop every Friday 10-12noon. 

PONTESBURY CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH SERVICES  
December 2024 

Sunday 1st Dec  10am The Deacons 
Sunday 8th Dec  10am Rev. Debbie Martin 
Sunday 15th Dec 10am Olwen Lethbridge 
Sunday 22nd Dec10am Rev. Debbie Martin 
     6.30pm Carol Service 
Sunday 29th Dec 10.30 am Christingle Service     
                at Minsterley Congregational Church 
 
Wednesday 10.30 - 12 Coffee and Chat and   
Fellowship all are welcome 

Pontesbury Baptist Church  
www.pontesburybaptist.co.uk  
    

We meet every Sunday morning at 10:30 am and every 
Sunday evening at 6:30 pm to sing hymns of worship, 
hear the Bible read, pray, and listen as Godôs Word is 
preached. 
 
Everyone of all ages is very welcome! You donôt have to 
book ahead, and thereôs no dress-code - please just 
come as you are.  
 
We run a creche for toddlers and a Sunday School for 
children aged 11 and under during our morning service. 
 
In addition, every service is streamed live via our church 
website, and recordings of previous sermons are availa-
ble on the website and our YouTube channel. 

 
We also hold a community coffee morning ï ñWelcome 
Brewò ï every Tuesday morning from 10:30 am.  
 
If youôd like more information, please email: in-
fo@pontesburybaptist.co.uk  
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St. Georgeôs Church 
www.st-george.org.uk 
 
Services and activities for January 2025 
 
5th  10:30 am All Age Family Worship 
7th   2.30pm     Tea Service 
12th 10:30 am Morning Worship with Hymns 
19th   10.30am     Holy Communion and Childrenôs  
       Church 
26th    10:30 am   Holy Communion  

 

Coffee Stop every Friday 10-12noon. 

PONTESBURY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
SERVICES  

January 2025 
 Sunday 5th January  10 am The Deacons  
 Sunday 12th  January 10am Rev Debbie Martin     
 Sunday 19th January  10am Tim Bateman 
 Sunday 26th January  10 am Rev. Debbie Martin  
  
Wednesday 10.30 - 12 Coffee and Chat and    
Fellowship all are welcome 

Pontesbury Baptist Church  
www.pontesburybaptist.co.uk  
    

We meet every Sunday morning at 10:30 am and every 
Sunday evening at 6:30 pm to sing hymns of worship, 
hear the Bible read, pray, and listen as Godôs Word is 
preached. 
 
Everyone of all ages is very welcome! You donôt have to 
book ahead, and thereôs no dress-code - please just 
come as you are.  
 
We run a creche for toddlers and a Sunday School for 
children aged 11 and under during our morning service. 
 
In addition, every service is streamed live via our church 
website, and recordings of previous sermons are availa-
ble on the website and our YouTube channel. 

 
We also hold a community coffee morning ï ñWelcome 
Brewò ï every Tuesday morning from 10:30 am.  
 
If youôd like more information, please email: in-
fo@pontesburybaptist.co.uk  

The Methodist Services  
January 2025 
 
5th Jan 10.45 am with Rev Richard Hall to inc 
Holy Communion 
12th Jan 10.45 am with Church Members 
19th Jan 10.45 am with Mr Wes Morris 
26th Jan 10.45 am with Rev Brian Spencer 

Pontesbury Repair Cafď 

Saturday 11th January  

10.00-12.00  

St. George¨s Church.  

TAI  Chi    The last class this year will be on    
Tuesday 10th December, giving us three weeks off 
over the Christmas period. 
 
The Tai Chi classes will start again next year on      
Tuesday 7th January at 2.00 pm. 
 
Christmas greetings andf a happy new year to all 

http://www.st-george.org.uk/
http://www.pontesburybaptist.co.uk
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If you would like an entertaining 
Tuesday evening come along to our 

meetings 
Tuesday 10th December 

The PWC Christmas Party with Food 
and Music 

Tuesday 14th January 
Fish & Chip Supper with 

óShow and Tellô 
Tuesday 11th February 

Fran Smith óThe Life of a Vicarôs Wifeô 
 

PWC usually meets at 7.30pm on  
The second Tuesday of the month  
At Pontesbury Public Hall  

Visitors and New Members are al-
ways welcome  

Pontesbury WI meeting was held on the 11th 
of November when we held our Christmas 
craft fair. This is one of our main fundraisers 
of the year which enables the WI to give out 
Charity donations to local causes.  

Our thanks go to everyone who supported us 
by attending and to the members who made 
craft items, baked cakes or made jam etc. 
This year we will also be having a craft stall at 
the Cock Inn Hanwood on 30th November at 
12.00 noon and 7th December at the Plough 
Pontesbury Christmas fair starting 10.00am. 

On 9th December we will be holding WI 
Christmas party with entertainment from Paul 
Ray. Our December craft club will be held on 
10th December at The Cock Inn, Hanwood. It 
is being held at 10.00am on the third Tuesday 
of each month.  

Pontesbury WI are busy making our           
decorations for our tree which will be part of 
the St Georgeôs church tree festival. 

Please contact Irene Windows President on 
01743791903 for further information. 

Maxine Pittaway. Events Organiser 

Deadline for February 2025 edition is Thursday 16th January 2025- please send all articles, requests for adverts and event 
dates to  deputy@pontesburypc.org.uk. When submitting an article, please remember the 250 word limit and a photograph if you 
have one.  Please only send .jpg, .png or Word pictures - no .pdfs  please! 



 

 

 

If this is you, then Guide Dogs Shrewsbury may be able 
to help, as we urgently need more Fosterers for our 
training dogs. 
 
You would be required to drop and collect a dog at the 
Shrewsbury Office in Abbey Foregate Monday to Friday. 
Then you get the evenings and weekends to spend with 
your furry friend!  This is all at no cost to youéwe just 
need your time. Full training and all equipment will be 
given.  
For more information please visit Foster One of Our 

Dogs | Volunteer | Guide Dogs UK or email volat-

tractcentral@guidedogs.org.uk  

άL ǿŀǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ф ǘƻ р ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ L 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘƻƎΗέ  

yĭůƠƨ 7ƣĭúšŀúƨƸ 9ŢǇČ 

ÍŔĭƣĭ ǓŗŢŢ Čĭ ůŹ yĭůƠƨ 7ƣĭúšŀúƨƸ 9ŢǇČ 
ŗů AĭĖĭŪČĭƣ ǃǝǃņğ ƨŹ ƸŔĭ ůĭǔƸ       
ŪĭĭƸŗůŋ ǓŗŢŢ Čĭ ǃŁƸŔ múůǇúƣǕ ǃǝǃŁƓ 

yĭůƠƨ ČƣĭúšŀúƨƸ ŋƣŹǇƎ ŪĭĭƸƨ ŗů 
ƸŔĭ ]ŹƣƨĭƨŔŹĭ _ůů Źů ƸŔĭ ŢúƨƸ            
ÅúƸǇƣģúǕ ŪŹƣůŗůŋ Źŀ ƸŔĭ ŪŹůƸŔ 
ƐĭǔĖĭƎƸ !ǇŋǇƨƸƑ úƸ ĳĞƼǝúŪ ŀŹƣ ú ŢŗŋŔƸ 
ČƣĭúšŀúƨƸğ ƘǇŗǙ úůģ ú ƸúŢšƓ  
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yŗůƨƸĭƣŢĭǕ FŗƨƸĭģģŀŹģ Ƹúšĭƨ ƎŢúĖĭ Źů ǃǃůģ 
yúƣĖŔ ǃǝǃŁ ǓŔŗĖŔ ŪúǕ ƨĭĭŪ úů úŋĭ úǓúǕ ČǇƸ 
ŹǇƣ ĖŢŹƨŗůŋ ģúƸĭƨ ŀŹƣ ǓƣŗƸƸĭů úůģ ƎĭƣŀŹƣŪúůĖĭ 
ǓŹƣšƨ úƣĭ ĭúƣŢǕ YĭČƣǇúƣǕ ƨŹ ŗƸƢƨ ƸŗŪĭ ƸŹ ŋĭƸ 
ǓƣŗƸŗůŋ úůģ ƸŗŪĭ ƸŹ ƨƸúƣƸ ƎƣúĖƸŗƨŗůŋƓ èĭ Ŕúǒĭ ú 
ŀǇŢŢ ƎƣŹŋƣúŪŪĭ Źŀ ĖŢúƨƨĭƨ ŀŹƣ úŢŢ úŋĭƨ ŀŹƣ ƨŹŢŹ 
ƨŗůŋĭƣƨğ ŋƣŹǇƎƨ úůģ ĖŔŹŗƣƨğ ƨŹŢŹ                          
ŗůƨƸƣǇŪĭůƸúŢŗƨƸƨ úůģ ŋƣŹǇƎƨ úůģ ƨƎĭúšĭƣƨƓ ¤Ǉƣ 
ŪǇƨŗĖ ĖŹǒĭƣƨ ŪúůǕ ŋĭůƣĭƨ ŀƣŹŪ ĖŔŗŢģƣĭůƢƨ 
ƨŹůŋƨğ ŠúǙǙğ ŀŹŢšğ ŪŹģĭƣůğ  ŪǇƨŗĖúŢ ƸŔĭúƸƣĭ ă 
ĖŢúƨƨŗĖúŢ úůģ ŹǇƣ ĖŔŗŢģƣĭůƢƨ ƎŹĭŪƨ úƣĭ úŢǓúǕƨ 
ŋƣĭúƸ ŀǇů ǓŔŗŢĭ ŪúůǕ Źŀ ƸŔĭ ĖŢúƨƨĭƨ ŀŹƣ ŹŢģĭƣ 
ƨƎĭúšĭƣƨ úƣĭ ŀƣĭĭ ĖŔŹŗĖĭƓ  ¤Ǉƣ ǓƣŗƸŗůŋ ĖŢúƨƨĭƨ 
ŀŹƣ úŢŢ ƨĖŔŹŹŢ ĖŔŗŢģƣĭů úƣĭ ŀƣĭĭ ĖŔŹŗĖĭ Źŀ ƸŗƸŢĭ 
úůģ ŀŹƣ ƸŔĭ úģǇŢƸƨ Ǔĭ Ŕúǒĭ úů ŹƣŗŋŗůúŢ ƨŔŹƣƸ 
ƨƸŹƣǕ ĖŢúƨƨ ƸŗƸŢĭģ Ƣ¤Ţģ ]úƸƢ úůģ úů ŹƣŗŋŗůúŢ      
ƎŹĭŪ ƢÍŔĭ èŔŗƨƸŢĭƢ ǓŔŗŢĭ ŹǇƣ ǒĭƣǕ ƎŹƎǇŢúƣ    
ŢŗŪĭƣŗĖš ĖŢúƨƨ ŗƨ ƸŗƸŢĭģ ƢÍŔĭ ŀĭƸĭ Ǔúƨ ú ǓúƨŔŹǇƸ 
úŋúŗůƓƓƓƓƓƓƓƓƓƓƓƓƓƓƓƓƓƓƓ  

ìŹǇ ǓŗŢŢ ŀŗůģ úŢŢ ƸŔĭ ģĭƸúŗŢƨ ǕŹǇ ůĭĭģ úČŹǇƸ 
ǓŔúƸ ŗƨ úǒúŗŢúČŢĭğ ŔŹǓ ƸŹ ĭůƸƣĭğ ĖŢŹƨŗůŋ ģúƸĭƨ 
Źů ŹǇƣ ǓĭČƨŗƸĭ ŪŗůƨƸĭƣŢĭǕĭŗƨƸĭģģŀŹģƓĖŹŪ úůģ 
ǕŹǇ Ėúů ĭŪúŗŢ Ǉƨ ǓŗƸŔ úůǕ ĭůƘǇŗƣŗĭƨ Źů        
ŪŗůƨƸĭƣŢĭǕĭŗƨƸĭģģŀŹģĊŋŪúŗŢƓĖŹŪ úůģ ŀŹŢŢŹǓ 
Ǉƨ Źů ŀúĖĭ ČŹŹš ŀŹƣ úůǕ ǇƎģúƸĭƨƓ 

Carols at St Georgeõs  
Pontesbury  

Saturday 14th December  

at 7pm with  
Of One Accord  

Musical Director Alison Stevens, Accompanist Ann Cain  

Guest Soloist Chloe Hare -Jones  

Tickets £15 to include festive refreshments,  

Phone Jill Blyth ñ 01743 791908  

Or email minsterleyeisteddfod@gmail.com  

Or committee members and St Georges Church    

In aid of Severn Hospice, St Georges Church  

(Kitchen Project)  and Minsterley Eisteddfod.  



Flicks in the Sticks in  
Marton Village Hall 
 

20th December 2024 ñWonkaò 
 
17th January 2025 ñDriving Madeleineò 
 
Film only   -   Ã5 
 
Film + fish & chips   -   Ã10                      
(must be pre-ordered) 
 
Contact: John Rice on 01743 792790 or 
07810 230860 
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