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Pontesbury Parish Council  The Annual Parish Meeting took place at Pontesbury Public Hall 
on Monday 9th March where local groups gave their annual report.  Cllr Hignett chaired the meeting and 
read out the Chairmanôs report written by Cllr Fletcher.  Cllr Fletcher wished to thank all of the many     
volunteers that are involved with providing so many opportunities for the local community from repairing 
footpaths, to great library activities, to running village halls and activities for young people.  Cllr Fletcher 
also thanked all of the parish councillors who help to run council services and the Shropshire Councillors 
Cllr Hignett and Evans who support the parish.  All the reports are available on the parish council website. 
www.pontesbury-pc.gov.uk  

 
A Full Parish Council meeting was held after the Annual Parish Meeting.  Cllrs approved a further 3 year 
grounds maintenance contract for the public open spaces managed by the parish council.  Cllrs discussed 
the impact of the upcoming work by National Grid on local areas.  There will be more information on this 
on the website in the coming months.  Cllr Hodges reported that solutions to the flooding issues in       
Cruckton have been put in place. 

 
The newly refurbished public    
toilets have now been reopened.   
A big thank you to Shuker for the 
great job that they have done, 
and we hope you enjoy the 
changes.  Thank you for your    
patience during the closure of the 
toilets. 

 
A big thank you to all of the pupils 
from Pontesbury Primary School 
for their enthusiastic planting of seeds and plug plants for the mini 
wildflower meadows planned for School Green and Hall Bank.  We 
were also grateful to the volunteers from the Pontesbury Climate 
Emergency Action Group, Liz Knowles and Phil Bradshaw, and Cllr 
Wallace Johnson for joining in, and to Cllr Nick Hignett for providing 
the compost. 

 
We have had a plea from a local resident that when the blue bags for 
recycling are put out that residents secure them to avoid paper etc 
from falling out & the wind catching waste and littering. 

 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 13th April 
at 6.30pm at the Pavilion.  

 
The next Planning Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 7th 
April at 6.30pm at the Pavilion.  Please contact Deputy Clerk              
deputy@pontesburypc.org.uk if you would like to attend and/or raise 
any issues. 
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Rea Valley Probus Club  

All meetings are at Arscott Golf Club, on the second Wednesday of 
each month at 1pm.  For further information and contact details 

please visit our website, www.reavalleyprobus.org.uk.   

Next meeting: 8th April 2026 

Disclaimer   ÑőĲШŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲĬШŔŰШƣőŔƚШŰĲƽƚũĲƣƣĲƖШŔƚШŉŸƖШШŊĲŰĲƖċũШťŰŸƽũĲĬŊĲШ
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ůċťĲШŰŸШШƖĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰƚШŸƖШƽċƖƖċŰƣŔĲƚШŸŉШċŰǃШťŔŰĬЯШĲǂƓƖĲƚƚĲĬШŸƖШŔůƓũŔĲĬЯШċĤŸƨƣШƣőĲШ
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ŰĲƽƚũĲƣƣĲƖШŉŸƖШċŰǃШƓƨƖƓŸƚĲЮШШ ŰǃШƖĲũŔċŰĦĲШǃŸƨШƓũċĦĲШŸŰШƚƨĦőШŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰШŔƚШƣőĲƖĲŉŸƖĲШ
ƚƣƖŔĦƣũǃШċƣШǃŸƨƖШŸƽŰШƖŔƚťШ 

http://www.pontesbury-pc.gov.uk
mailto:deputy@pontesburypc.org.uk
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Wildlife Gardening Talk, With 

Natural Gardener, Nancy Lowe 

In this overview of wildlife         

gardening practices, Nancy will 

take the mystique out of this    

rewarding way of growing a                

garden, offering clear steps that gardeners of 

any ability can take to add wildlife benefits to 

their existing garden.  

During her talk, Nancy will explain how wildlife 

gardening can work for every gardener and        

every style of  garden, whether neat or wild and 

whether you have lots of time to devote to it, or 

barely any time at all. Find out which practices 

will work for you and look forward to the welcome 

buzz of a thriving wildlife haven. 

More information about Nancyôs    
gardening approach can be found 
at www.thenaturalgardener.org.uk 
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Following on from The Rea Valley Big Green 

Day, there will be an outdoor service on 

Sunday May 3
rd
 at 10.30 am outside St 

Georgeôs Church 

This will be an opportunity to: 

§ Celebrate the wonderful world that God 

has given us 

§ Rejoice in the beauty of our village as the 

gateway to the Shropshire Hills 

§ Pray for the safeguarding of Creation 

§ Renew our commitment to be faithful 

stewards of the Earth 

A very warm welcome to everyone.           

Refreshments provided  



Rea Valley Curlew and Other 
Birds Survey 

Itôs not too late to help with our Curlew and 
Lapwing survey. If you can recognise Lapwing 
and Curlew (and preferably their calls), you can 
make an important contribution.  

We have been surveying Curlews since 2014. The 
area is Stapeley Hill to Brockton in the west, across 
through Minsterley and Pontesbury to Plealey, 
south to Cothecott Hill and then westwards over the 
Stiperstones and Hope Valley. It is divided up into 
26 2x2 kilometre squares. 
 
Participants take on one (or more) of the survey 
squares, and make three visits, about 3 hours each, 
in early April, early May and mid-June. 
 
We need more helpers, please. 
 
We found 7 pairs of Curlew in 2025, but the            
population appears to have gone down by half since 
we started in 2014. 
 
The survey is easy to do. Participants stay on public 
rights of way, unless landownersô permission is  
obtained to leave them. Simple instructions and a 
map of the square to record observations are      
provided,  
 
Participants are also requested to mark                    
observations of Lapwing, Kestrel, and Cuckoo, and 
breeding evidence for Red Kites, on their survey 
maps, but thatôs an optional extra.  The results are 
fed into the Shropshire Ornithological Societyôs 
Save Our Curlews Campaign. See https://
www.shropshirebirds.com/index/bird-conservation/
save-our-curlews/ 
 

We need more helpers, please. If 

youôre interested,  

or want more information, email  

Leo Smith 

(leo@leosmith.org.uk),  

Planting for Wildlife 

A big thank you to the 25 people who turned out in  

February to plant 200 trees in the new coppice 

on Pontesford Hill. The area now has the perfect 

mix of new saplings and mature trees, with some 

dead lying and standing timber. Bluebells, foxglove 

and honeysuckle are sprouting in the patches of 

sunlight. 

The coppice is now a wildlife haven enclosed by a 

dead hedge to keep out humans and dogs. It looks 

like a little forest garden. Please admire it from  

outside the hedge. 

https://www.shropshirebirds.com/index/bird-conservation/save-our-curlews/
https://www.shropshirebirds.com/index/bird-conservation/save-our-curlews/
https://www.shropshirebirds.com/index/bird-conservation/save-our-curlews/
mailto:leo@leosmith.org.uk


LITTER LETTER 3 from ñThe Cardboard Cut-Outsò 

Weôve been reading Litter Letters 1 & 2 and thereôs 

one question that keeps niggling ï 

óWhy do people drop litter? 

Perhaps the most plausible response is ï ñ It will rot 

away before longò . 

This is clearly not true of cans and bottles . What 

about cardboard? 

This is widely regarded as biodegradable but is still 

unsightly when festooning the hedgerows.  Add to this 

the problem that most cardboard litter also contains 

plastic as coatings  e.g. drinks containers or as       

inserts e.g. sandwich/cake boxes. While the          

cardboard will eventually rot away, the plastic wonôt. 

Itôs the plastic that makes recycling of food containers 

difficult. Even pizza boxes are a problem to recycle 

because of the grease from the cheese. Consider      

re-using your ócardboardô cups ï they make great 

plant-pots ï and try cutting up your pizza boxes to put 

round the base of plants. The cardboard will         

eventually rot into the soil but it can prevent the 

growth of weeds and protect against frost. 

Re-using cardboard boxes should be second nature ï 

thereôs nothing like a cardboard box for storage,     

childrenôs play or a petsô bed but if you run out of     

ideas éé. 

Good, Clean Cardboard Boxes are Excellent          

Recycling Material. 

Donôt worry about removing plastic tape when        

recycling as this comes away in the slurry part of the 

process but do flatten your boxes and keep them dry 

as this helps transport & processing. 

According to Economy Insights 4 billion trees are cut 

down each year for producing paper/card. 

One ton of virgin cardboard requires 3 tons of wood 

for its manufacture 

At an average of 24 trees to 1 ton paper ... recycling 

saves a lot of trees. 

During the pandemic the volume of parcels being sent 

hugely increased, so recycling has become even 

more important. EVERY BOX COUNTS 

On behalf of  Pontesbury Climate Emergency Action 

Group 

SPREAD THE WORD , DONôT SPREAD LITTER 



Local British Birds - colouring sheet 

Bring along to the Green Day in the Pavilion on 2nd May 2026 from 10am. 



 We hope to see you for 

óGet Creative Groupô:  

at The Pavilion from 11am to 1pm on 

Monday 20th April 2026 (Monday 6th is a Bank Holiday) 

Drinks and biscuits are provided and there is no charge.   

Bring along any project you are working on and have a chat with fellow creators.    

Everyone welcome. 

Pavilion News 
April 2026 - Whatôs On 

  

Pontesbury Dementia Support Group 
Alternate Wednesdays in the Pavilion 

1st, 15th & 29th April 2026 - Time: 2-4pm 

Pontesbury Carers Support 
Group   

Friday 24th April 2026 
Wƻƛƴ us in a relaxed and informal meeting 
where we share information and chat with a 
cuppa and cake, starting 10.30am.  Itôs all free 
with experts on hand to answer questions. 

Sea Change Trust  run a 

FREE therapist-led Family Drop-In 

support group at the  Pavilion   

Community Hub and  Library in 

Pontesbury on Wednesdays between 10-12 

(term-time only). All caregivers and their children 

under 5 are welcome. Meet other families with 

young children and talk to our team of parent 

infant specialists whilst the children play . 

Åcò~EШÑf~EШШШШШШ 
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April News from the Library Owl 

How about a reading challenge for everyone, not just 
the children? 

As part of the 'GO ALL IN' theme of the National Year 
of Reading, the Friends of Ludlow Library have         
created a 'Read-a Lottery' Stretching your reading 
genres, with 12 different ones to choose. Get your   
entry form from the Library! 

We'll be sticking with the monthly themes, till I run out 
of ideas, suggestions welcome . After the masses of 
daffodils, we will be turning pink, for blossom in April. 

The Friends will have shared all our other news, 
March was a busy month. They will also be putting on 
some crafting sessions in the Easter holidays, the 
Thursday afternoon slot seems popular, so probably 
then. Look out for our posters. 

If you are going away and would  
rather read books on a tablet, or   
listen to them on a long journey, 
download the Cloud Library app and 
get free books & audio books online. 
You just need you library card     

      number and PIN. 

Happy Easter    

The Library Owl    



 


