PONTESBURY PARISH COUNCIL
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Full Council Meeting 
held at The Pavilion on
Monday 13th October 2025 at 6.30pm 
PRESENT
Councillors: D Fletcher, R Evans, S Wallace-Johnson, M Trow, L Jones, G Moss
A Hodges, K Day, A Windows, D Gregory and D Jones  

Clerk of the Meeting:  Debbie Marais 

Public present: None

87.25		Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs J Pritchard, N Hignett, S Davies

88.25		Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – None

89.25		Public Questions and Comments – None 

90.25		Minutes of Council
After a proposal from Cllr Trow, seconded by Cllr Day, all in favour, it was RESOLVED to APPROVE the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 22nd September 2025.  

91.25 		Police Matters –  Cllr Fletcher gave a verbal report about the meeting between the local policing team, Housing Plus, Cllr Hignett and residents from Bailey Crescent and Castle Meadows.  Local residents had been pleased that a meeting had taken place and their concerns had been listened to. Housing Plus and the local policing team will continue to work closely with residents to help them where they can and they understood more about the procedures that both have to follow.  Cllr Fletcher thought that it would be useful to ask a representative from Housing Plus to come to a parish council meeting to explain processes involved in letting properties to the parish councillors.

Councillor Day raised concerns about young people cycling without lights at night and asked if the policing team could mention this when liaising with schools locally.

92.25		Shropshire Council Member Report  Shropshire Councillor Nick Hignett  gave a verbal report including: 
FINANCES - latest figures show that the Council is projecting an overspend of £1.2 million by the end of the 2025/2026 financial year. Emergency action has been taken but further borrowing may be needed to bring the council back into its agreed budget.  The SC Cabinet will discuss a mid-term financial strategy this week.

At a recent PCC meeting an overspend on the policing budget was discussed and it was agreed that administrative staff would be reduced and police would be required to do some of their own admin.

The Corporate Peer Review report has now been published and will go to Cabinet this week.

A Local Plan paper is being prepared to give Town & Parish Councils advise on how to treat planning applications on land not included in the withdrawn Local Plan, and whether the plan is a material consideration

All daytime work on the A488 has been cancelled

Cllr Jones asked whether any of SC’s debt is from pre-unity times and Cllr Evans said that some debts are associated with the district councils

Cllr Fletcher asked a question about Shropshire Councillors voting on pay increases.  Cllr Evans explained that the pay increase had been previously agreed and the vote was whether the previous agreement be enacted which was aligned with administrative staff payscales.

Cllr Gregory asked whether FixMyStreet was still fit for purpose.  Cllr Trow agreed that there was a lot of inaccurate reporting of jobs being completed, that in fact had not been.  Cllr Gregory reported that the broken Linley Avenue sign had been repeatedly reported.  Cllr Evans said that there was a separate reporting process being developed for Shropshire Councillors.  At the September meeting Cllr Hignett had said that he would update the parish council, Clerk would ask him to give an update at the November meeting.

93.25  		Planning  Committee
93.25.1	After a proposal from Cllr Hodges, seconded by Cllr Trow, all in favour, it was RESOLVED to APPROVE the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 1st September 2025.
93.25.2 	Cllr Hodges gave a verbal report which was NOTED
93.25.3	Planning Reference: 25/03502/LBC. Development proposed: Removal of modern fabric stud walls in kitchen, removal 2No 1980s white doors and framing and install a historically accurate baffled entry replica door to the lounge and leave the other entry open and installation of partial underfloor heating to the kitchen, lounge, back hallway and utility room. LOCATION:  Old Hall, Hanwood, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY5 8JW.  Comment: the Parish Council support this application as by removing unsympathetic 20th century additions this application will enhance rather than harm the historic and architectural significance of the building. Underfloor heating is an appropriate response in light of the future flood risk. It is assumed that no historic floor coverings will be damaged in this process. The Parish Council is pleased to support the proposed measures to a much admired and valued local building which will contribute to its long term viability

93.25.4	PLANNING REFERENCE - 25/03588/FUL. DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED - Erection of a agricultural livestock building. LOCATION: - Wingfield House, Pontesbury, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY5 0QY.  COMMENT: The parish council supports this application as although large, the building will be well screened by high hedges and adjacent buildings. It uses appropriate materials to fit in with existing farm buildings. The existing plot is of little ecological value and proposed biodiversity gain is acceptable.
93.24.5	Attendance at Shropshire Council Southern Planning Committee.  Cllr Hignett would be asked to speak on behalf of the parish council about applications 25/02795/FUL (Hare and Hounds) and 25/02147/FUL (Breidden Cottage) as he would be there anyway.

94.25 		Library Licence to occupy at The Pavilion. After a proposal by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Trow, all in favour, it was RESOLVED to APPROVE the Library Licence as recommended by the Pavilion Committee. There were only minor changes to the Licence currently in place.  The Licence would be reviewed again in 2028.

Cllr Evans left the meeting

95.25		Statutory Business and Finance
95.25.1  Income of £4782.98.  This was NOTED.
95.25.2  After a proposal from Cllr Gregory, seconded by Cllr Wallace Johnson, all in favour, it was RESOLVED to approve payments of £16,844.74 as attached.
95.25.3 After a proposal by Cllr Trow, seconded by Cllr Jones, all in favour, it was RESOLVED to APPROVE a transfer of £15,000 from CCLA to Unity account for October payments 
95.25.4	The External Audit report of successful completion with no outstanding matters was NOTED. Cllr Fletcher wished to thank the RFO Caroline Higgins for all her hard work on submitting the audit documents

96.25		Health & Safety Matters – None raised.
97.25	 	Request from P3 group.  After a proposal by Cllr Fletcher, seconded by Cllr Windows, all in favour, it was RESOLVED to APPROVE a maximum of £2100 for the purchase of tools and equipment for the P3 group to use around the parish.  It was agreed that the money would be for tools used for parish purposes only and Clerk would advise the group about a website suggested by Cllr Gregory where all of the tools were available for lower cost.
98.25		 Fly tipping at Cruckton Bridge – Since the site was cleared there hasn’t been any further fly tipping and a notice has been put up on the private land affected.  The situation would be monitored.

99.25		Parking at bus stops – Clerk read a written report from Cllr Hignett that the local policing team would be asked to monitor the situation and place ‘advisory notices’ on offending vehicles.  Further to this, Highways will be requested to renew the road markings, highlighting the area to be kept clear, for buses only

100.25		Hall Bank improvements – Clerk read a written report from Cllr Hignett that a positive response had been received from the council officer dealing with the proposed works.  Revised plans were currently being prepared and will be brought to the parish council as soon as they are ready

101.25		Clerk’s Report - A report from the Parish Clerk was received and NOTED.  
Clerk reported that the seeding of the flower bed on School Green would happen later in the week and the other flowerbeds on Hall Bank and the war memorial would also be planted up later in the week

102.25		Parish Business the following parish business was reported:
Cllr Day	raised concerns about the planning permissions for caravans at Malehurst.  Cllr Day would liaise with Cllr Hodges and Jones about this
Cllr Gregory	gave apologies for November meeting
Cllr Windows	reported positive feedback about the re-siting of the litter bin at the Hall Bank bus shelter and asked about when there would be a Place Plan review
Cllr Jones	also enquired about the Place Plan.  Cllr Jones also asked about the 4 lights still out between the Horseshoe pub and the 30mph sign on the way to Minsterley.  Clerk would chase this up with Jason Hughes at Shropshire Council
Cllr Hodges	reported that the work on the drains that was promised in April has still not been done.  Cllr Evans would be asked to chase this
Cllr Fletcher 	raised concerns about HGVs using the road around Earls and Pontesford Hill as there is no signage indicating single track road.  At the Grove lane end there is signage.  The road is subsiding following use by unsuitable vehicles.  Cllr Hignett/Fletcher had a meeting with SC on 29th October


103.25	Date and Time of Next Meeting.  The next parish council meeting will be held on Monday 10th  November 2025 at The Pavilion at 6.30pm
The meeting closed at 7.45pm



Signed: …………………………………………….	      Date: ………………………………
Chairman Pontesbury Parish Council
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 13th October 2025               
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